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A normally busy and cel
ebratory week before break 
took a different tone as stu
dents mourned the loss of 
fellow classmate senior Jake 
Carney. 

Carney, 17, died Sunday fol-

Jake Carney as a junior. 

New Classes 

lowing a Saturday evening car 
accident. 

Through Facebook, stu
dents organized events to help 
show their respect for Carney. 
A Facebook page was dedicat
ed to Carney, and two others 
were created to inform stu
dents of a moment of silence 
in Senior Hall on Monday be-

Photo courtesy of Challenge 

Sweet Dreams 
Students will have the abil· 
ity to challenge themselves 
more with the availability of 
new honors and advanced 
placement classes. For all 
the details on those as well 
as new music classes--see 
NEWS, page 3. 

What do different dreams 
mean? .What does your 
sleeping position say 
about you? Do you have 
a sleeping disorder? For 
these answers and more
·see CENTER SPREAD, 
pages 8-9. 

tween 9th and I Oth hours. 
The typically bustling hall

way fell uncommonly silent 
during the passing period as 
students and teachers formed 
a circle, comforting each other 
and mourning the loss of a 
classmate. 

Two students held signs for 
Carney, and said, "This is for 
you, Jake," loud enough for 
the crowd to hear. 

Sniffles and comforting 
words periodically broke the 
silence. When the bell rang for 
class, no one moved from the 
tightly packed hall. 

Carney's loss brought stu
dents together, from those that 
were close to him to those that 
knew him from classes. 

"[Jake] was in my studies 
classes," senior Tori Snell said. 
"Everyday when I went into 
studies, he was so positive and 
always made me laugh. I can't 
even believe [that he's gone.] 
I'm not ready for it to hit me. 
It's so depressing to know I 
won't see him anymore." 

Students wore black on 
Monday as a way to remem
ber Carney. Students of all 
grades wore somber colors as 
a way to show respect.. 

"I think it's powerful when 
people can come together," 

said Brian Turnbaugh, Car
ney's English teacher. "There 
are times when there's no 
need to speak, we just need to 
feel and think about the loss 
of one of our friends. I think 
how the moment of silence 
was organized and how it was 
supported by the staff was re
ally special. There are times 
when we want to hear, but we 
just need to feel."· 

Monday night at 9 p.m., a 
memorial was organized by 
Carney's family and friends in. 
Winfield. The time was cho
sen because it was 48 hours af
ter the accident. Candles cast 
a light into the dark night, and 
a somber quiet enveloped the 
gazebo. Students and teachers 
reflected on their memories of 
Carney while comforting oth
ers. A box of candles disap
peared rapidly as an estimated 
200 mourners arrived. 

Students hung posters 
around the gazebo during the 
memorial service. 

Senior Justin Vollmuth was 
extremely close to Carney. 

"[One of my favorite mem
ories] was with. all of us sitting 
on top of the hospital after we 
climbed on the roof and were 
looking down on the whole 
town,"Vollmuth said. 

Movin'on up 
Southern culture seems 
to dominale pop culture. 
For the best southern 
sandwiches, the newest 
location of Chick-fil-A, and 
a popular shoe company 
--see ENTERTAINMENT, 
page 12. 

Carney was pronounced 
dead at 4:03 a.m. Sunday at 
Central DuPage Hospital af
ter he lost control of his 200 I 
Volkswagon Jetta on Garys 
Mill Road past Indian Knoll 
Road in unincorporated West 
Chicago, colliding with a 1997 
Ford F-150 backing out of a 
driveway at 9:01 p.m. on Sat
urday. 

According to Charlie Das
tych, public relations manager 
for the DuPage County Cor
oner's Office, speeding was a 
factor in Carney's accident. 
Toxicology reports will not be 
completed for several weeks. 

The collision is still under 
investigation because the col
lision was fatal, according to 
Dawn Domrose of the Du
Page County Sheriff's office, 
and an official accident report 
will not be completed until the 
investigation has ended. 

A memorial visitation will 
be held on Thursday from 3 
to 7 p.m. at Norris Funeral 
Home at 132 Fremont St. 
Space is limited, so students 
are encouraged to pay respects 
to the family quickly. · 

Carney leaves behind his 
brother, sophomore, · Ben, 
parents, and other family and 
friends. 

Volleyball 
Finishing at the 
sectional game 
against St. Charles 
East, the girls and 
coaches reflect on 
the ups and downs 
of the season--see 
SPORTS, page 15. 
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Photo by Alexis Hosticka 
Senior Jeff Pierpoint attempts to kill himself as he plays Juliet during rehearsal. 

Condensed Shakespeare 
By Helene Sankovitch 
Reporter · . 

Students can experience a 
comedic version of all Shake

. speare's plays in just 90 min
utes. 

"The Complete Works 
of William Shakespeare 
[Abridged]" is a fast-paced, 
witty comedy with students 
playing multiple roles, ac
cording to director Mark Be
govich. · 

"I think [the students] are 
feeling very good and enjoy
ing the rehearsal process. 
Anxiousness is setting in but 
that leads to excitement," Be
govich said. 

Senior Jeff Pierpoint 'looks 
forward to performing mul
tiple comedic roles. 

"It's one of the most enter
taining and hilarious plays 
we have put on in a long time, 
but it's also required a lot of 
hard work and dedication 
from cast to crew. We're real
ly working as a cohesive team 
this year and the . end result 
is going to be really great," 
Pierpoint said. 

The play will appeal to and 
entertain a wide variety of 
people. 

"There's something in it 
for everyone," senior crew 
manager Dani Keller said. "If 
you know Shakespeare, it's 
hilarious. If you don't know 
Shakespeare, it's hilarious." 

Begovich has plenty of ex
peri~nce with theater. 

"I have a lot of previous 

experience working with 
students and directing for 15 
years, and I am directing this 
year's All State [play]," Be
govich said. 

"The Complete Works 
of William Shakespeare 
[Abridged]" is Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday at 7:30 
p.m. in the auditorium. Tick
ets are $3 for students and $5 
for adults. 

Photo by Alexis Hosticka 
Sophomore Dan Stompor (from left), junior Elen~ Tu
bridy, and sophomore Josh Brown rehearse. 

Wildcat Chronicle 

What's flappening? 
Meeting with leaders 

By Giullana LaMantia 
Reporter 

Future Business Lead
ers of America members 
(FBLA), were joined by rep
resentatives of the West Chi
cago and Winfield Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
forthe annual FBLA/ Cham
ber Partnership Breakfast. 

At the breakfast on Oct. 
28, two FBLA members 
were seated per table with 

two chamber members, al
lowing students to talk and 
ask questions. 

"It's a way of getting our 
FBLA members out in the 
community with business 
leaders," FBLA adviser Ma- . 
ria Wirth said. 

After the breakfast, stu
dents moved to the audi
torium to hear speaker Jill 
Morgenthaler, retired US· 
Army Reserve Colonel and 
President/CJMI. 

Chance to save a life 
By Yasmyn McGee 
Features Editor 

Students will have the op
portunity to save a life by 
donating blood at the blood 
drive Dec. I 0. 

The drive, sponsored by 
InterAct Key Club, will be 
held in the small gym. 

"The hope for this years' 
blood drive would be a great 
turnout," counselor Gavin 
Engel said. "We're just try
ing to get the word out as 
much as we can and have as 

many students donate blood 
as possible." 

Engel believes that stu
dents can make an impact. 

"Ultimately, [ do~ating] 
saves lives. It's cool for stu
dents to know just a pint of 
their blood can be used to 
save someone's life," Engel 
said. 

Students can sign up for 
the blood drive in commons 
the week of Nov. 29. Stu
dents 16 and older can par
ticipate, but those under 18 
need parent permission. 

They~e got skills 
By Katie Sladek 
Reporter 

SkillsUSA state officer 
and senior Mehak Damani 
won the Harry A. Meinart 
Award and sophomore Cla
rissa Russell received the 
Statesman award at the Fall 
Leadership .Conference in 
Matteson on Nov. 4. 

Damani received the 
award for most outstanding 
and outgoing officer. 

"I was surprised," said 

Damani. "My advisers, Mrs. . 
Bauer and Mrs. Kozlowski, 
·were proud, my state trainer 
was very happy for me." 

SkillsUSA will run a food 
drive beginning on Nov. 29. 
Students have the opportu
nity to get out of detentions 
or Saturday school by bring
ing in canned food items. 

Three cans pay for a den
tendon and 20 cans will 
replace a Saturday school. 
SkillsUSA donates the food 
to St. Mary's Food Pantry. 

Heading towards the 'WeGo Shore' 
By Liz Ramos 
Reporter 

The Variety Show is head
ing to the East Coast with the 
theme of "WeGo Shore" on 
Dec. 2. 

Senior Precious Dannug 
is singing and playing on the 
guitar "The .Only .Exception" 
by Paramore. 

"I adore performing in front 
of an audience, especially the 
Variety Show, which I've been 
in for the past three years. I'm 
performing for the ftrst time 
with a guitar.," Dannug said. 

One more year of danc
ing in the Variety Show will 
be added to the three previ
ous years for senior Darryl 
Thomas. 

''.I've [danced] throughout 
middle school and I love to 
dance," Thomas said. "[I 
like] that feeling of being on 
stage by myself just thinking 

about what I need to do." 
Many of the acts that audi

tioned were talented but only 
10 to 14 acts can participate 
in the Variety Show. 

"All the acts were really 
good. I can't say that one 
was better than the other. It's 
a variety show and there's 
supposed to be variety," Ma
ria Wirth, Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) 
adviser, said. 

Although it's a variety 
show, . according to Wirth 
there wasn't much variety in 
the tryouts. 

"It's mostly girls singing 
and darice groups," Wirth 
said. "We get a lot of stu
dents who have talents that 
can't showcase their talents 
anywhere else in the school." 

Also performing individu
ally are freshman Sophia 
Bass; freshman Sarah Naffa; 
and senior Joe Wais. Per-

forming together in acts are 
seniors James Alfaro, Krysta 
Youngberg, Nikki Smith; se
nior Caitlin Kiel and fresh
man Mikaela Kiel; juniors 
Angelica Lomibao, Rachel 
Geronimo, freshman Ka
tie Geronimo, sophomores 
Elijah and Elisha Dongon, 
Christina Lomibao, Chris
tina Quach; Tiffany Man
zano, Mayra Monroy, Chris
tine Kim, Calvin Barcelona, 
Brian Om, Luis Ramirez, 
Daniel Salgado, Abe Garcia; 
and junior Alex Manmo and 
senior Justin Malandruccolo. 

FBLA members host the 
Variety Show as a community 
service project. Tickets cost 
$3 and profits go to March of 
Dimes, a charity that helps to 
prevent birth defects, prema
ture birth, infant mortality, 
and improve babies' health. 

The show starts at Tp.m. in 
the auditorium. 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
Senior Precious Dannug auditions for FBLA's annual 
Variety Show, this year adding guitar to her act. 
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Musicians land 
extra performance 
Band and choir members 
take skills to higher level 

horn. 
"It's really awesome," 

Wais said. ul'm really excited 
to play with other high school 
musicians of really high cali
ber." By Giuliana LaMantia 

Reporter 

Senior Joe Wais and fresh
man Mary Cyr qualified for 
the Illinois Music Educators 
Associations (IMEA) Dis
trict 9 Festival for band, along 
with seniors Danielle Pacelli 
and Jeff Pierpoint for choir. 

IMEA is a professional or
ganization in the state that 
music teachers can belong to. 

Each year, IMEA selects 
students from the state to 
play and sing for its band, 
choir, and orchestra. 

11l'm pretty excited, it's 
really fun," Pacelli said. "I 
went last year so I was kind 
of expecting it." 

Although Pacelli and Pier
point made district chorus, 
they will find out at the end 
of November if they made it 
to the all-state chorus. 

In order to make all-state, 
they must be in approxi
mately the top five of their 
section. 

"It's an honor to make the 
district chorus," choral direc
tor Brandon Fantozzi said. 
"They have to work hard to 
learn the material, and are 
competing against thousands 
of other students to make the 
ensemble." 

Choir students had to pre
pare five pieces for their audi
tion, however only performed 
two, sight read, performed 
major and minor scales, and 
all four forms of triads. 

Students auditioning had 
to try out on several parts. 

Band students were re
quired to perform major and 
minor scales, two Etudes 
(compositions), and sight 
read, playing a piece they 
have never seen before. 

"I'm very happy that they 
made it and I'm proud of 
their accomplishments," 
band and orchestra director 
Stephen Govertsen said . 

1t's an honor to make the district chorus. 
They have to workd hard to learn the ma

-terial and are competing against thousands 
of other students to make the. ensemble." 

-- Choral director Brandon Fantozzi 

"I wasn't expecting it, so I 
was really surprised," Pier
point said. 

Wais made IMEA for 
trombone and Cyr for French 

Auditions for IMEA were 
held at Addison Trail High 
School on Oct. 5. The per
formance is on Saturday at 
Hamspshire High School. 

Photo by Katie Sladek 

Senior Maddy Oall votes for a teacher to wear the tur
key suit as part of a Student Council fund raiser . . 

Turkry time 
By Katie Slade k "I did this because a stu-
Reporter dent asked me to. . . certainly 

not because I want to be a 
On Friday, be· on the look

out for giant turkeys roaming 
the halls. 

Two teachers will don tur-
key costumes after students 
cast votes for the teachers 
they wanted to see dressed 
as turkeys by placing change 
into jars labeled with the 
teachers' names. 

Student Council runs the 
event and this year will do
nate the money to senior Jake 
Carney's Family. Last year, 
Student Council raised about 
$~00 for the West Chicago 
Food Bank. 

Science teacher Hank Mur
phy is participating. 

turkey," Murphy said. 
If Murphy isn't chosen , 

he would like to see science 
teacher James Rice in the tur
key costume. 

This year's turkeys will be 
announced Thursday. 

"I think the nice thing is it 's 
a fun activity that also raises 
money for a good cause," 
Student Council adviser Eric 
Lasky said. 

Students are excited to see 
teachers in costume. One has 
a teacher in mind who he 
would like to see in costume. 

"Mr. McKenna, he would 
probably have fun with that," 
junior Jeff Camp said. 

~~~a?g i~0,~~~~~: .. New class options 
said Reagan. "There are 65 
non-conference teams we 

Entertainment Editor 
to be in band, choir or orches- later date," Ponce said. 

By Kristina Manibo 
Due to the lack of athletic currently play, so it won't be a Reporter 

problem to schedule games." 
tra; [guitar ensemble] is an The AP US history exam 
additional option for those is one of the most frequently excellence over the past years, 

the school is considering leav
ing the DVC and going non
conference. 

"If you look at our school 
history, we haven't had much 
success over the years," as
sistant athletic director Clay 
Reagan said. 

Athletes and parents are 
uncertain about leaving the 
DVC. 

"We are exploring actions 
to give opportunities for ath

. letes," said Reagan. "We don't 
want to diminish them." 

The girls varsity volleyball 
team made it to sectionals 
t}lis season and they are not 
up for leaving the DVC. 

"We shouldn't leave the 
DVC because we are starting 
to hang in there and come 
out with wins in the confer
ence. Girls volleyball won the 
DVC this season, and we are 
capable of doing it again," 
sophomore Andrea Skipor 
said. 

Leaving the DVC also 
means scheduling games 
against new schools .. 

"We have lots of options 

Reagan said that the idea 
of leaving the DVC is not 
based on only one team that 
is struggling. 

"We are looking at all of 
the teams, not just one," said 
Reagan. "People bring up 
the argument of the volley
ball team winning sectionals, 
but it is the flrst conference 
championship in 3--1 years. 
The school going non-confer
ence was not based on one 
team." 

The school is still decid
ing on the exact date that the 
school would leave the DVC, 
but the Board of Education 
still has to vote on it. 

"We need to convince 
ourselves that we're leaving 
because it's becoming a dis
traction to our athletes and 
coaches," said board member 
Rich Nagel. "We need to start 
looking, we need to hurry and 
de_cide if we're leaving or not 
so everyone knows where we 
are and where we stand." 

Leaving the DVC has 
become a growing issue 
throughout the schopl. 

Students will have the ben- students," Supt. Lalo Ponce taken AP exams in the coun-
efit of having more choices said. try, according to Ponce, and 
for their core classes and Stude students from here were not 
electives next year. acoti · r performing well without the 

AP music theory, guitar and learn how to read music. class to prepare them . . 
ensemble, and mariachi en- Guitars will also be used "Out of the last six years, 
semble were added as elec- for mariachi ensemble, where only 10 students [from West 
tives at the Nov. 2 Board of students will learn about the Chicago] took the exam. 
Education meeting. Algebra history and culture of maria- Only a few have gotten a 3, 
1 enriched, AP US history, chi music. 4 or 5, which they earn cred-
and honors biology were However, it is not likely it for," Board of Education 
added as core classes. that all three classes will run member Kevin Kotche said. 

AP music theory will be every year. The science department 
a year-long class. The first "It will depend how many will also add a challenging 
semester will focus on music students sign up for each class course for freshmen. 
fundamentals, and the sec- and then we'll run whichever "Honors biology is ·need
and semester will focus on classes have the most student ed to provide for ninth grad~ 
more advanced harmonics. interest," Govertsen said. ers coming in. It's for those 

"It will be for upperclass- "(Brandon] Fantozzi and I interested or capable to take 
men in band, choir, or or- are the only teachers in the a biology course that would 
chestra, but students who music department, so we can contain more challenge than 
have music experience, like only teach so many classes." regular biology," Ponce 
if they've taken piano les- The Board of Education said. 
sons for ten years, can talk also added algebra 1 enriched No teachers need to be 
to me about getting into the to the course schedule. hired for these new classes. 
class," band and orchestra ~~Algebra ' 1 enriched .is for "I don't believe we will 
director Stephen Govertsen a group of kids who want a need to [hire new teachers]. 
said. greater challenge than alge- We have teachers willing, 

Guitar ensemble will add -bra 1. It's for kids who are and qualified and with prep-
musical variety. interested in moving forwa~ aration to teach those ~ass-

''Studepts who aren't abk- . to bon~ or.AP dasse! at a ·: es on~, Ponce said. 
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Twist, shimmy, 
shake, and salsa 
By Amber Del Rio 
Reporter 

Students and staff mem
bers can learn how to move 
their feet to the beat at Latin 
dance classes Tuesdays after 
school. 

Student Council asked the 
Organization of Latin Amer
Ican Students (OLAS) to 
teach the dances to students 
and staff members who want 
to learn some new moves. 

Social studies teacher Bar
bara Laimins proposed the 
idea after students expressed 
an interest in learning the 
Latin dances after homecom
mg. 

"(The Latin dance classes] 
are a great opportunity for us 
to experience new cultures," 
Laimins said. 

Those who attend will have 
the chance to learn dances 
such as bachata, salsa, and 
cumbia or any other Latin 
dances upon request. 

"I love dancing, it's one 
of my passions and I want 
to help people learn," senior 
Daisy Fuentes said. "(I'm 
looking forward to dancing] 
duranguence and cumbia." 

Students and staff members 
with an interest in learning 
new dances and experiencing 
a new culture are encouraged 
to participate in the lessons. 

It does not matter how much 
or how little dance experience 
they have. 

Sophomore Nicole Fuechsl 
attended the dance class and 
enjoyed learning the steps to 
the popular Latin dance, ba
chata. 

"It was fun to hang out 
with friends and learn some
thing new," Fuechsl said. 
"[Bachata] was fun to learn 
because I've never hea.rd of it 
before." 

Lessons are until 4 p.m. in 
room 130. 

They will run until the 
Turnabout dance in February 
with a possibility of running 
the rest of the year. 
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Photo by Amber Del Rio 
Junior Angela Lopez (left) and senior Mayra Valdez 
practice dancing bachata. 

New place to call home 
Sixth graders set to move 
into West Chicago Middle 
School within coming years 

of the elementary schools 
and into the middle school," 
Scheck said. 

The construction may also 
bring jobs to the community. 

"We hope that this con- · 
struction will bring construc
tion jobs to the community," 
Scheck said. Photo Ahmad 

Senior Robby Windisch's leadership, passion for golf, 
and involvement in the community earns him October 
Student of the Month. 

By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

The West Chicago Middle 
School will have new addi
tions: sixth graders and a new 
look starting in August 2013, 
after a referendum passed 
Nov. 2 allowing for the im
provements. 

Dedication pcrys 
off for senior "Ninety-one percent of 

middle schools in DuPage 
County already have sixth 

[was in] student council for graders," Chris Scheck, Dist. 
four years, Key Club for three 33 Board of Education presi
years, NHS for two years, dent, said. "We are the only 
Spanish NHS for three years, feeder middle school to the 
and an ambassador for three high school that still has only 

By Ahmad Zaidi 
Entertainment Editor 

Student of the Month is based 
on a solid academic history, 
commitment in extra-curricu
lar activities, and community 
involvement. Students must be 
nominated by at least one staff 
member, and the final selection 
is made by the student activities 
director and committee made up 
of additional staff members. 

NHS member and golfer 
Robby Windisch is Student 
of the Month for October. 

How did you feel when 
you were chosen to be Stu
dent of the Month? 

I was honored because 
there are a lot of kids who 
could have won the award, 
but I was the one chosen. I 
did not see it coming at all. 

What dubs are you a part 
of? 

I played golf for four years, 
basketball for three years, 

years. seventh and eighth graders." 
What is your favorite class Sixth graders will come 

and why? from Currier, Gary, Indian 
Human anatomy because Knoll, Pioneer, Turner, and 

I like learning about the hu- Wegner. They will be put into 
man body. teams like the seventh and 

Where do you plan on go· eighth graders, versus being 
ing to college? in self-contained classrooms 

It's between Notre Dame, as they currently are taught in 
Northwestern, or Cornell their elementary schools. 
right now. "We are running out of 

What do you plan on be- space in the elementary 
ing in the future? schools. For example, Wegn-

I'm going into pre-med be- er was built to accommodate 
cause I like helping people 600 kids, and now there are 
out and I am interested in sci- around 650," Scheck said. 
ence and math fields. Enrollment has expanded 

Who influences you the yearly, and Scheck predicts 
most? [ ~nrollment to keep increas-

M oarents because thev mg. 
bot,;_ .... r me to do work all I 'Currier and Wegner are 
the time i!Dd it has all pa1d .off the two newest schools, built 
now. in 1994. From the time they 

were built, we added over 550 
students district wide, which 
in actuality is a school in it
self. We predict that the en
rollment growth will continue 
to increase over the coming 
years," Scheck said. 

Bringing sixth graders to 
the middle school will not 
only enhance their education
al experience, but will also 
alleviate the space issues fac
ing the elementary schools, 
Scheck said. 

"The middle school is 50 

Some parents were con
cerned about the cost. 

"We have currently paid . 
off the debt that was incurred 
when we built Currier and 
Wegner. We had the oppor
tunity to now sell new bonds 
for the new addition with
out increasing the tax rate," 
Scheck said. 

Homeowners will also be 
benefited by the referendum. 

"Better schools lead to bet
ter property values. If schools 

We are the onfy feeder middle school to 
the high school that still has onfy seventh 

and eighth graders. J 

-- Chris Scheck, Dist. 33 Board of 
Education president 

years old; we're going to im
prove the existing structure 
and add more classroom 
space," Scheck said. "In addi
tion, we "will be adding a new 
gym, and instead of a cafete
ria, we will build a 'cafeto
ri um. ' That will be a cafeteria 
by day, and an auditorium by 
night. " 

The construction will take 
approximately three years. 

"[In those three years] we 
will still struggle with enroll
ment issues, but eventually 
we'll get the sixth graders out 

have better reputations, hom
eowners can benefit," Scheck 
said. 

Sixth graders will also have 
an educational advantage. 

"Sixth graders are more pre
pared for high school if they 
go through middle school 
programming," Scheck said. 
"Also, sixth graders wi ll be 
able to participate in extracur
ricular programs like band, 
orchestra, drama and sports, 
and will be more prepared to 
excel in those areas once they 
enter high school'' 
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Over 1 0) 000 meals for 
impoverished children 
ByYasmyn McGee 
Features Editor 

Imagine feeding 42 under
privileged kids for one year in 
less than two hours. 

That's exactly what mem
bers of InterAct Key Club 
did when they teamed up 
with Feed My Starving Chil
dren (FMSC) and packaged 
15,336 meals on Nov. 9. 

"Feed My Starving Chil
dren is a Christian-based or
ganization whose goal is to 
end starvation, specifically for 
children around the world," 
InterAct Key Club adviser 
Gavin Engel said. "It's unfor
tunately a really big problem 
in third-world countries and 
beyond. FMSC wants to get 
food to children who need it 
most in order to survive." 

The food that FMSC sent 
included a full meal packed 
with nutrients. 

"We had 51 members of 
our InterAct Key Club partic
ipate and then we had some 
adults, including myself, that 
took a bus over there. Basi
cally what you do is package 
a food pack that consists of 
rice, soy, a chicken flavoring 

and freeze-dried vegetables," 
Engel said. "And believe it 
or not, it's very healthy. It in
cludes everything in one meal 
that someone would need to 
provide their nourishment for 
the day. You have the protein 
through the soy, the carbohy
drates through the rice, the 
vitamins through the chicken 
flavoring and then you have 
the vegetables through the 
freeze-dried veggies." 

Engel feels that participat
ing in FMSC makes a great 

impact. 
"I think it's important 

because we're lucky with 
what we have [in the United· 
States]. For a lot of people 
around the world, day to day, 
it's a battle just surviving," 
Engel said. "This gives kids 
that are starving a chance in 
life. Unfortunately, a lot even 
with FMSC don't make it, 
but if we can at least give a 
fighting chance to a number 
of kids to have a healthy ful
ftlling life, all the better." 

Photo by Carty Tubridy 
Juniors (from left) Alexa Jean, Lexi Micele, and Kylie 
Hushion help pack food at Feed My Starving Children. 
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Illinois State Rep. Mike Fortner speaks to members of 
the Stock Market and Capital Challenge teams. 

Sharing advice 
By Helene Sankovitch 
Reporter 

State Rep. Mike Fortner 
gave the Stock Market Game 
and Capital Challenge teams 
an insight into the world of 
stocks. 

The teams are seniors Josh 
Foster, Cesar Gonzalez, 
Christian Simanonis, and 
Tim Kotche on one team, 
and Kyle Molskow, Colton 
Reif, and Jeff Foreman on 
the other. 

"We're looking at energy 
sectors that are doing really 
well right now," Reif said. 

Fortner talked to the team 
about new technologies 
worth investing in on Nov. 9. 

"In the energy sector there 

are a lot of new technologies. 
A lot of those companies rely 
heartily on venture capital 
funding," Fortner said. 

Fortner was the mayor of 
West Chicago from 2001-
2006, teaches at Northern 
Illinois University, and re
searches at Fermilab. 

"I did some [stocks] around 
I 0 years ago, but it was when 
the market took a big col
lapse. You need to do a lot of 
research and I didn't have the 
time. A good balanced port
folio in the stock market will 
perform better," Fortner said. 

As state representative, 
Fortner maintains office in 
West Chicago and spends 
summers seeing what kinds 
of problems people have. 

Weighted grades coming closer to reality 
By Giuliana LaMantia 
Reporter 

Weighted grades are on 
their way to becoming a re
ality in the 2011-2012 school 
year. 

A Weighted Grades Pro
gram Development Com
mittee will prepare a com
prehensive plan with an eye 
for Board of Education ap
proval in May. 

Principal Moses Cheng 
and Supt. Lalo Ponce told 
the board at the Nov. 2 meet
ing that most schools in the 

area weight their grades, and 
CHS is one of the few that 
does not. 

With weighted grades, stu
dents can earn a GPA higher 
than a4.0. 

Without them, the highest 
is 4.0, which puts students on 
an uneven level when apply
ing to colleges that don't un
weight grades. 

"Why depend on that? 
Why not simply weight the 
grades and put our students 
on an even playing field?" 
Ponce asked. 

However, only certain 

Chronicle's work 
rewarded again 
By Katie Sladek 
Reporter 

For the fourth year in a 
row, the Wildcat Chronicle 
has won the Gold Award for 
high school journalists from 
the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association. 

High school newspapers 
are assessed by professionals. 
The award was not a surprise 

to adviser Laura Kuehn. 
"We do good work so it 

doesn't come as a surprise -
we should be getting golds," 
Kuehn said. 

Editor in chief, senior Me
gan Hernbroth, is proud of 
the staff. 

"I was really proud because 
we've won it in the past and 
we were able to do it again," 
Hernbroth said. "We have a 

classes would be weighted, 
so students who choose un
weighted classes would be at 
a disadvantage. 

"I want to make sure stu
dents have the opportunity 
to set their course schedule 
[knowing that there are class
es with weighted grades]," 
Board of Education secretary 
Dirk Gunderson said. "We 
don't want students saying, 
'I wish I would have known 
about the weighted grades 
before signing up for my 
courses.'" 

Cheng believes it's possible 

that students will select hard
er courses and fewer electives 
with a weighted grades plan. 

"It could make learning 
and school more of a points 
game than what it should 
be," Cheng said. 

Advantages of a weighted 
grades plan would be the op
portunity for students to have 
a more impressive GPA and 
to be more competitive in col
lege. 

Many factors, advantages, 
and concerns still need to be 
looked at, including an of
ficial weighted grade and an 

unofficial weighted grade on 
juniors' transcripts, accord
ing to Ponce. 

Board members presi
dent Katherine Doremus, 
Gunderson, Kevin Kotche, 
Tony Molinaro, and vice 
president and treasurer 
Gary Saake all voted in fa
vor of weighted grades. Ru
ben Campos and Rich Na
gel abstained. No one voted 
against weighted grades. 

"! think it's time for us to 
implement a weighted grades 
program here at Community 
High School," Ponce said. 

Photo by Laura Kuehn 

The Chronicle earns a Gold Award from Columbia Scholastic Press Associati()n. 

very good staff." 
Center spread editor, senior 

Sarah Berger, was enthusias-

tic about this win. competing against, so it's re-
"We have a smaller staff warding that we did better 

than other schools we're than them," Berger said. 
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Twist, shimmy, 
shake, and salsa 
By Amber Del Rio 
Reporter 

Students and staff mem
bers can learn how to move 
their feet to the beat at Latin 
dance classes Tuesdays after 
school. 

Student Council asked the 
Organization of Latin Amer
Ican Students (OLAS) to 
teach the dances to students 
and staff members who want 
to learn some new moves. 

Social studies teacher Bar
bara Laimins proposed the 
idea after students expressed 
an interest in learning the 
Latin dances after homecom
mg. 

"(The Latin dance classes] 
are a great opportunity for us 
to experience new cultures," 
Laimins said. 

Those who attend will have 
the chance to learn dances 
such as bachata, salsa, and 
cumbia or any other Latin 
dances upon request. 

"I love dancing, it's one 
of my passions and I want 
to help people learn," senior 
Daisy Fuentes said. "(I'm 
looking forward to dancing] 
duranguence and cumbia." 

Students and staff members 
with an interest in learning 
new dances and experiencing 
a new culture are encouraged 
to participate in the lessons. 

It does not matter how much 
or how little dance experience 
they have. 

Sophomore Nicole Fuechsl 
attended the dance class and 
enjoyed learning the steps to 
the popular Latin dance, ba
chata. 

"It was fun to hang out 
with friends and learn some
thing new," Fuechsl said. 
"[Bachata] was fun to learn 
because I've never hea.rd of it 
before." 

Lessons are until 4 p.m. in 
room 130. 

They will run until the 
Turnabout dance in February 
with a possibility of running 
the rest of the year. 
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Photo by Amber Del Rio 
Junior Angela Lopez (left) and senior Mayra Valdez 
practice dancing bachata. 

New place to call home 
Sixth graders set to move 
into West Chicago Middle 
School within coming years 

of the elementary schools 
and into the middle school," 
Scheck said. 

The construction may also 
bring jobs to the community. 

"We hope that this con- · 
struction will bring construc
tion jobs to the community," 
Scheck said. Photo Ahmad 

Senior Robby Windisch's leadership, passion for golf, 
and involvement in the community earns him October 
Student of the Month. 

By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

The West Chicago Middle 
School will have new addi
tions: sixth graders and a new 
look starting in August 2013, 
after a referendum passed 
Nov. 2 allowing for the im
provements. 

Dedication pcrys 
off for senior "Ninety-one percent of 

middle schools in DuPage 
County already have sixth 

[was in] student council for graders," Chris Scheck, Dist. 
four years, Key Club for three 33 Board of Education presi
years, NHS for two years, dent, said. "We are the only 
Spanish NHS for three years, feeder middle school to the 
and an ambassador for three high school that still has only 

By Ahmad Zaidi 
Entertainment Editor 

Student of the Month is based 
on a solid academic history, 
commitment in extra-curricu
lar activities, and community 
involvement. Students must be 
nominated by at least one staff 
member, and the final selection 
is made by the student activities 
director and committee made up 
of additional staff members. 

NHS member and golfer 
Robby Windisch is Student 
of the Month for October. 

How did you feel when 
you were chosen to be Stu
dent of the Month? 

I was honored because 
there are a lot of kids who 
could have won the award, 
but I was the one chosen. I 
did not see it coming at all. 

What dubs are you a part 
of? 

I played golf for four years, 
basketball for three years, 

years. seventh and eighth graders." 
What is your favorite class Sixth graders will come 

and why? from Currier, Gary, Indian 
Human anatomy because Knoll, Pioneer, Turner, and 

I like learning about the hu- Wegner. They will be put into 
man body. teams like the seventh and 

Where do you plan on go· eighth graders, versus being 
ing to college? in self-contained classrooms 

It's between Notre Dame, as they currently are taught in 
Northwestern, or Cornell their elementary schools. 
right now. "We are running out of 

What do you plan on be- space in the elementary 
ing in the future? schools. For example, Wegn-

I'm going into pre-med be- er was built to accommodate 
cause I like helping people 600 kids, and now there are 
out and I am interested in sci- around 650," Scheck said. 
ence and math fields. Enrollment has expanded 

Who influences you the yearly, and Scheck predicts 
most? [ ~nrollment to keep increas-

M oarents because thev mg. 
bot,;_ .... r me to do work all I 'Currier and Wegner are 
the time i!Dd it has all pa1d .off the two newest schools, built 
now. in 1994. From the time they 

were built, we added over 550 
students district wide, which 
in actuality is a school in it
self. We predict that the en
rollment growth will continue 
to increase over the coming 
years," Scheck said. 

Bringing sixth graders to 
the middle school will not 
only enhance their education
al experience, but will also 
alleviate the space issues fac
ing the elementary schools, 
Scheck said. 

"The middle school is 50 

Some parents were con
cerned about the cost. 

"We have currently paid . 
off the debt that was incurred 
when we built Currier and 
Wegner. We had the oppor
tunity to now sell new bonds 
for the new addition with
out increasing the tax rate," 
Scheck said. 

Homeowners will also be 
benefited by the referendum. 

"Better schools lead to bet
ter property values. If schools 

We are the onfy feeder middle school to 
the high school that still has onfy seventh 

and eighth graders. J 

-- Chris Scheck, Dist. 33 Board of 
Education president 

years old; we're going to im
prove the existing structure 
and add more classroom 
space," Scheck said. "In addi
tion, we "will be adding a new 
gym, and instead of a cafete
ria, we will build a 'cafeto
ri um. ' That will be a cafeteria 
by day, and an auditorium by 
night. " 

The construction will take 
approximately three years. 

"[In those three years] we 
will still struggle with enroll
ment issues, but eventually 
we'll get the sixth graders out 

have better reputations, hom
eowners can benefit," Scheck 
said. 

Sixth graders will also have 
an educational advantage. 

"Sixth graders are more pre
pared for high school if they 
go through middle school 
programming," Scheck said. 
"Also, sixth graders wi ll be 
able to participate in extracur
ricular programs like band, 
orchestra, drama and sports, 
and will be more prepared to 
excel in those areas once they 
enter high school'' 
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Over 1 0) 000 meals for 
impoverished children 
ByYasmyn McGee 
Features Editor 

Imagine feeding 42 under
privileged kids for one year in 
less than two hours. 

That's exactly what mem
bers of InterAct Key Club 
did when they teamed up 
with Feed My Starving Chil
dren (FMSC) and packaged 
15,336 meals on Nov. 9. 

"Feed My Starving Chil
dren is a Christian-based or
ganization whose goal is to 
end starvation, specifically for 
children around the world," 
InterAct Key Club adviser 
Gavin Engel said. "It's unfor
tunately a really big problem 
in third-world countries and 
beyond. FMSC wants to get 
food to children who need it 
most in order to survive." 

The food that FMSC sent 
included a full meal packed 
with nutrients. 

"We had 51 members of 
our InterAct Key Club partic
ipate and then we had some 
adults, including myself, that 
took a bus over there. Basi
cally what you do is package 
a food pack that consists of 
rice, soy, a chicken flavoring 

and freeze-dried vegetables," 
Engel said. "And believe it 
or not, it's very healthy. It in
cludes everything in one meal 
that someone would need to 
provide their nourishment for 
the day. You have the protein 
through the soy, the carbohy
drates through the rice, the 
vitamins through the chicken 
flavoring and then you have 
the vegetables through the 
freeze-dried veggies." 

Engel feels that participat
ing in FMSC makes a great 

impact. 
"I think it's important 

because we're lucky with 
what we have [in the United· 
States]. For a lot of people 
around the world, day to day, 
it's a battle just surviving," 
Engel said. "This gives kids 
that are starving a chance in 
life. Unfortunately, a lot even 
with FMSC don't make it, 
but if we can at least give a 
fighting chance to a number 
of kids to have a healthy ful
ftlling life, all the better." 

Photo by Carty Tubridy 
Juniors (from left) Alexa Jean, Lexi Micele, and Kylie 
Hushion help pack food at Feed My Starving Children. 
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Illinois State Rep. Mike Fortner speaks to members of 
the Stock Market and Capital Challenge teams. 

Sharing advice 
By Helene Sankovitch 
Reporter 

State Rep. Mike Fortner 
gave the Stock Market Game 
and Capital Challenge teams 
an insight into the world of 
stocks. 

The teams are seniors Josh 
Foster, Cesar Gonzalez, 
Christian Simanonis, and 
Tim Kotche on one team, 
and Kyle Molskow, Colton 
Reif, and Jeff Foreman on 
the other. 

"We're looking at energy 
sectors that are doing really 
well right now," Reif said. 

Fortner talked to the team 
about new technologies 
worth investing in on Nov. 9. 

"In the energy sector there 

are a lot of new technologies. 
A lot of those companies rely 
heartily on venture capital 
funding," Fortner said. 

Fortner was the mayor of 
West Chicago from 2001-
2006, teaches at Northern 
Illinois University, and re
searches at Fermilab. 

"I did some [stocks] around 
I 0 years ago, but it was when 
the market took a big col
lapse. You need to do a lot of 
research and I didn't have the 
time. A good balanced port
folio in the stock market will 
perform better," Fortner said. 

As state representative, 
Fortner maintains office in 
West Chicago and spends 
summers seeing what kinds 
of problems people have. 

Weighted grades coming closer to reality 
By Giuliana LaMantia 
Reporter 

Weighted grades are on 
their way to becoming a re
ality in the 2011-2012 school 
year. 

A Weighted Grades Pro
gram Development Com
mittee will prepare a com
prehensive plan with an eye 
for Board of Education ap
proval in May. 

Principal Moses Cheng 
and Supt. Lalo Ponce told 
the board at the Nov. 2 meet
ing that most schools in the 

area weight their grades, and 
CHS is one of the few that 
does not. 

With weighted grades, stu
dents can earn a GPA higher 
than a4.0. 

Without them, the highest 
is 4.0, which puts students on 
an uneven level when apply
ing to colleges that don't un
weight grades. 

"Why depend on that? 
Why not simply weight the 
grades and put our students 
on an even playing field?" 
Ponce asked. 

However, only certain 

Chronicle's work 
rewarded again 
By Katie Sladek 
Reporter 

For the fourth year in a 
row, the Wildcat Chronicle 
has won the Gold Award for 
high school journalists from 
the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association. 

High school newspapers 
are assessed by professionals. 
The award was not a surprise 

to adviser Laura Kuehn. 
"We do good work so it 

doesn't come as a surprise -
we should be getting golds," 
Kuehn said. 

Editor in chief, senior Me
gan Hernbroth, is proud of 
the staff. 

"I was really proud because 
we've won it in the past and 
we were able to do it again," 
Hernbroth said. "We have a 

classes would be weighted, 
so students who choose un
weighted classes would be at 
a disadvantage. 

"I want to make sure stu
dents have the opportunity 
to set their course schedule 
[knowing that there are class
es with weighted grades]," 
Board of Education secretary 
Dirk Gunderson said. "We 
don't want students saying, 
'I wish I would have known 
about the weighted grades 
before signing up for my 
courses.'" 

Cheng believes it's possible 

that students will select hard
er courses and fewer electives 
with a weighted grades plan. 

"It could make learning 
and school more of a points 
game than what it should 
be," Cheng said. 

Advantages of a weighted 
grades plan would be the op
portunity for students to have 
a more impressive GPA and 
to be more competitive in col
lege. 

Many factors, advantages, 
and concerns still need to be 
looked at, including an of
ficial weighted grade and an 

unofficial weighted grade on 
juniors' transcripts, accord
ing to Ponce. 

Board members presi
dent Katherine Doremus, 
Gunderson, Kevin Kotche, 
Tony Molinaro, and vice 
president and treasurer 
Gary Saake all voted in fa
vor of weighted grades. Ru
ben Campos and Rich Na
gel abstained. No one voted 
against weighted grades. 

"! think it's time for us to 
implement a weighted grades 
program here at Community 
High School," Ponce said. 

Photo by Laura Kuehn 

The Chronicle earns a Gold Award from Columbia Scholastic Press Associati()n. 

very good staff." 
Center spread editor, senior 

Sarah Berger, was enthusias-

tic about this win. competing against, so it's re-
"We have a smaller staff warding that we did better 

than other schools we're than them," Berger said. 
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A long table piled with food 
such as turkey, potatoes, or pie 
tends to come to mind when 
thinking of Thanksgiving. 

However, while some house
holds are ftlling their stomachs 
to the point where they have 
to unbutton their pants, many 
families are going without 
dinner. 

Families who have the time 
and money should keep the 
less fortunate in mind, es
pecially during a time to be 
thankful for what we have. 

According to www.feedin
gamerica.org, in2008, 14.6per
cent of households in the U.S. 
were food insecure, meaning 
they do not always know where 
they will fmd their next meal. 
In 2009, 14.3 percent of people 
were in poverty. 

Hunger is still rising in 
America, and Thanksgiving is 
a perfect time of year to think 
about those in need. 

You can help the hungry 
this Thanksgiving season by 
donating canned food items or 
money to local food pantries. 

Besides donating, you can 

volunteer at food pantries or 
soup kitchens. 

Many opportunities to give 
are available. Skills USA and 
FBLA are holding a food 
drive at the school. Gathering 
together a food basket to do
nate to a hungry family is also 
another choice. 

Hold a food drive to collect 
canned food items from family 
and friends, and donate the 
items to an organization or 
food pantry. 

Find creative ways to make 
money, such as a bake sale, to 
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give to local charities. 
Participate in a charity Tur

key Trot or 5K, which typically 
donates all proceeds to local 
food banks or charities. 

Thanksgiving is a celebra
tion to be thankful and appreci
ate everything around us and 
everyone. 

Unfortunately, not every 
family can afford a celebration, 
much less a meal. 

So find a way to give back 
this Thanksgiving season and 
it will make the feast that much 
better. 

Wildcat Chronicle 

Hard work should 
pay off for students 

The Board of Education 
has finally taken the fust steps 
to implementing a weighted 
grade system. 

A weighted grades com
mittee is in place to determine 
which classes will be weighted, 
and how they will be weighted. 
The board is expected to vote 
on the plan in May. 

weighted; there is no encour
agement. 

Instead, they take the ba~ic 
class to earn an "easy A." 

This is not beneficial because 
these students are not being 
challenged as they should be. 

Taking the easy way out 
would not usually help these 
students in the long term ei
ther. 

Not exactly a vacation for Obama 
Having weighted grades will 

mean giving honors and AP 
students the opportunity to 
earn above a 4.0 GPA, creating 
multiple benefits for advanced 
studentS. 

Taking honors or AP classes 
improves a student's chance of 
getting into college. · 

Many people are concerned of India on Nov. 2 made up a 
that President Barack Obama story and Fox ran with it with
over spends on "vacation" in- out checking the facts. 
stead of tending to important Before the trip, the official 
matters in the country, like Fox said that 3,000 people would 
News, which reported Obama accompany Obama, which 
was spending $200 million a includes Secret Service agents, 
day on his Indonesian "vaca- press and government officials. 
tion." The price was estimated so 

Obama's traveling helps the high because of the heavy se
world. He traveled to Singa- curity and living arrangements 
pore to attend the annual Asia at tfle"Taj>M~flal1.\lltel. 
Pacific Economic Cooperation Talk' siffiw2Ko?f'Rush Lim
forum to promote global eco- baugh'said tlillr111e' ffi~ll::alled 
nomic growth, and visited US for 507 rootn?!md 40 ~itplanes 
military personnel stationed in for the 3,000 people, but he 
South Korea. specified no Source. ' 

So with all of the importance It's highly unlikely that a 
of the trip, why the focus on trip to India costs more than 
the untrue reporting of cost? the war in Afghanistan, which 

Because an unnamed In- costs $5.7 billion per month, 
dian government official in reported by www.factcheck. 
an article from the Press Trust org. 
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It's common sense that a 
trip costs less than the New 
Jersey Nets basketball team, or, 
according to www.businessin
sider.com, the price Facebook 
was bought for in 2009. 

The White House even dis
proved the claim, saying that it 
was "widely inflated." 

Obama didn't travel to Mum
bai just for kicks; he traveled 
there for a security drill. 

Let's face it: the only reason 
Obama has been traveling so 
much is because he wants to 
help the country. 

And the only reason the 
story was reported without 
the facts is because some news 
media are more interested in 
printing lies rather than the 
truth about Obama. 

That needs to change. 

The weighted grading scale 
is fairly simple to understand. 
Currently, an A is equivalent to 
a 4.0 for all classes, regardless 
of level. 

If we had weighted grades, 
an A would equal5.0 for des
ignated classes. 

The opportunity to earn a 
GPA above and beyond a 4.0 
could encourage students to . 
take more advanced classes. 

Principal Moses Cheng is 
worried the weighted grading 
system will make school more 
of a "points" game than it 
should be. 

But, some students who are 
capable of taking honors or 
AP classes are avoiding doing 
so because the grades are not 

Having a GPA above 4.0 
indicates you have taken an 
advanced level class and done 
well in it. 

This system would give 
advanced students more of 
a competitive edge against 
students from other schools 
whose grades are weighted, 
according to counselor Jill 
Holubetz. 

Having a high GPA also im
proves your chance of earning 
scholarship money. 

This system is all around 
beneficial to our school. 

It will encourage srudents to 
do their very best and improve 
the chance of students getting 
into a good college. 

When the board reviews the 
plan in May, let's hope a "yes" 
vote comes. 
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·.Do you think 
lewho 
e over 
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. "Yes, because it's logical, 

_people who earn more 
money 
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cause it's to help 

. out the peoplliwho have 
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pay 

Wealthy 
should 
not pay 
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Megan Hernbroth 
Editor in Chief 

more 
The rich get richer and the poor get poorer. Under the 

Bush tax cuts, this was the motto the country lived by. 
After Jan. 1, 2011, everyone will pay their fair share. 

A more Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

Taxes are always a major issue of concern to both 
political parties. More specifically, how much to tax 
and how to tax: flat or progressive. 

President Obama proposed a tax reform to take 
effect once the Bush tax cuts expire. The tax bracket 
affected by the tax reform will be families making more 
than $250,000 a year or singles making more than 
$200,000, according to www.factcheck.org. 

Individuals that would be affected by the proposed 
tax hike are currently taxed at 28 percent. The proposal 
would change the percentage from 28 to 39.6 percent, 
according to www.factcheck.org. 

X 
As a supporter of the flat tax system, I'm not in favor 

of President Barack Obama's plan to change the per
centages in the tax bracket. Former President George 
W Bush's tax system is set to expire at the end of the 
year, and Obama has the opportunity to implement a 
new tax bracket by removing tax cuts. 

Obama plans to increase the top bracket of .the tax 

If the proposed tax reform takes affect in 201 I, the 
taxes alone would generate about $31 billion in revenue 
for the country. By 2019, the tax reforms would raise 
around $318 billion, according to www.politico.com. 

With the country deep in financial trouble, it seems 
as if the solution could not be any clearer. Those that 

E 
system (over $250,000 for married couples filing to
gether) by 4 percent. Many people argue that this is fair 
because they make more money, and therefore should 
have to pay more mo'ney. However, even with a flat 
tax system, t!Ie rich will pay more. If everyone pays 
the same percentage, I'll use 20 percent as an example, 
someone who makes $40,000 a year will pay $8,000 and 
someone who makes $250,000 will pay $50,000. 

are financially stable should be able to help more. With
out help, those in a family that may not be financially 
successful may be deprived of types of government 
assistance, and the country deprived of much needed 
building projects and employment opportunities. 

Saying wealthier citizens have worked hard so they 
do not have to help, is wrong, since people making 

s 
The fact that some people make more money does 

not make them any more indebted to the government 
and country. It is not their job to pay for those who 
make less money. Social security, for example, is meant 
only to be a supplement to one's income, not pay for 
retirement. It is each individual's responsibility to save 
up money as they work. Maybe this means going back 

less than $250,000 also work hard. 
Some individuals think it is not their responsibility to help out 

because it is not their fault that others, including our country, 
have reached hardships. This is selfish. Where would you be if 
no one offered to help when you needed it? Our country needs 
help from its citi-

to school to get a better job, working a night shift, or 
having two jobs. There needs to be economic diversity in a 
country; and if the rich are paying the poor, the rich become 
poorer and the poor become richer. 

This quote from author Dr. Adrian Rogers makes my point: 
"whenever 

zens, not selfish Wh 
people who are o 
able to help. Should P .,. somebody ay ~ recetves 

e something 
without These indi-

victuals may also find themselves needing social security, un
employment benefits or loans one day, an·of which are funded 
through taxes. They may even want to drive on roads that are 
not crumbling and have their kids in classrooms that are not 
overcrowded. Suddenly, those that oppose the reform most may 
be the most in need. 

By opposing tax reform, people are standing in the way of 
funding schools, hospitals, loans, and other public services. 
Infrastrucrure building would benefit substantially from extra 
funds, providing employment, giving money for people to 
spend, which allows companies to hire more employees, ef
fectively boosting a crumbling economy. 

Instead of standing in the way, individuals should be glad to 
lend a helping hand whenever they are able to. It's time to think 
of others and change the old motto. 

Education first 

working for it, somebody else has to work for it without receiv
ing. The worst thing ·that can happen to a nation is for half 
of the people to get the idea they don't have to work because 
somebody else will work for them, and the other half to get the 
idea that it does no good to work because they don't get to enjoy 
the fruits of their labor." 

Tax mR!lfY. also goes (awards funding education, providing 
public Sef!Yice,:rJSUch as a_fue Or police department, and repair
ing iofrastqJctures, Those who are rich do not use government 
services more than the poor, and therefore should not have to 
pay a larger percentage of taxes. 

Because people are rich does not mean that they are lazy, it's 
often just the opposite. People work their ways up the ladder, 
and it is often a struggle. They work hard for their money, and 
deserve it just as much as those who make less money. 

advantage of training in in Germany are almost 
specific areas after the entirely education-focused, 
Gesamtschule as well, or which can be a good thing. 

German schools have an continue the next level, which There are hardly any teams 
elementary level that runs is the Gymnasium. or clubs connected with the 
from kindergarten through The Gymnasium, college school. 
the fourth grade. prep school, often runs from Rather, teens find their 

All students, are given the fifth to the 12th usually, niches in their towns. At 
the opportunity to go to the depending on the area of school, learning is the main 
Hauptschule. Germany that one lives in. goal, and at the Gymnasium, 

This is the most basic level Students who are more students are generally well-
of education available, and interested in theoretical and motivated. 
runs from the fifth to lOth analytical work attend a However, one's preference 
grade, after which students Gymnasium. Here all of the is purely a matter of taste on 
often do special trainings in courses are somewhat more this matter. A person has to 
their areas of interest. advanced than the average choose: Do I want education 

Contributing Writer The next level is the American class, and in the or do I want entertainment? 
A big part of most students' Gesamtschule. Here students eleventh and 12th grades, (Thomas Harms is a '10 grad-

lives is having fun in sports receive a mix of the basic students begin focusing uate who is living in Grebenstein, 
and clubs along with classes, schooling and some more on courses related to their Germany for a year. He will 
but this isn't true for students advanced courses. potential work areas. have an update of his trip each 
in Germany. . Students often take Unlike the U.S, the schools month.) 
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A long table piled with food 
such as turkey, potatoes, or pie 
tends to come to mind when 
thinking of Thanksgiving. 

However, while some house
holds are ftlling their stomachs 
to the point where they have 
to unbutton their pants, many 
families are going without 
dinner. 

Families who have the time 
and money should keep the 
less fortunate in mind, es
pecially during a time to be 
thankful for what we have. 

According to www.feedin
gamerica.org, in2008, 14.6per
cent of households in the U.S. 
were food insecure, meaning 
they do not always know where 
they will fmd their next meal. 
In 2009, 14.3 percent of people 
were in poverty. 

Hunger is still rising in 
America, and Thanksgiving is 
a perfect time of year to think 
about those in need. 

You can help the hungry 
this Thanksgiving season by 
donating canned food items or 
money to local food pantries. 

Besides donating, you can 

volunteer at food pantries or 
soup kitchens. 

Many opportunities to give 
are available. Skills USA and 
FBLA are holding a food 
drive at the school. Gathering 
together a food basket to do
nate to a hungry family is also 
another choice. 

Hold a food drive to collect 
canned food items from family 
and friends, and donate the 
items to an organization or 
food pantry. 

Find creative ways to make 
money, such as a bake sale, to 
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give to local charities. 
Participate in a charity Tur

key Trot or 5K, which typically 
donates all proceeds to local 
food banks or charities. 

Thanksgiving is a celebra
tion to be thankful and appreci
ate everything around us and 
everyone. 

Unfortunately, not every 
family can afford a celebration, 
much less a meal. 

So find a way to give back 
this Thanksgiving season and 
it will make the feast that much 
better. 
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Hard work should 
pay off for students 

The Board of Education 
has finally taken the fust steps 
to implementing a weighted 
grade system. 

A weighted grades com
mittee is in place to determine 
which classes will be weighted, 
and how they will be weighted. 
The board is expected to vote 
on the plan in May. 

weighted; there is no encour
agement. 

Instead, they take the ba~ic 
class to earn an "easy A." 

This is not beneficial because 
these students are not being 
challenged as they should be. 

Taking the easy way out 
would not usually help these 
students in the long term ei
ther. 

Not exactly a vacation for Obama 
Having weighted grades will 

mean giving honors and AP 
students the opportunity to 
earn above a 4.0 GPA, creating 
multiple benefits for advanced 
studentS. 

Taking honors or AP classes 
improves a student's chance of 
getting into college. · 

Many people are concerned of India on Nov. 2 made up a 
that President Barack Obama story and Fox ran with it with
over spends on "vacation" in- out checking the facts. 
stead of tending to important Before the trip, the official 
matters in the country, like Fox said that 3,000 people would 
News, which reported Obama accompany Obama, which 
was spending $200 million a includes Secret Service agents, 
day on his Indonesian "vaca- press and government officials. 
tion." The price was estimated so 

Obama's traveling helps the high because of the heavy se
world. He traveled to Singa- curity and living arrangements 
pore to attend the annual Asia at tfle"Taj>M~flal1.\lltel. 
Pacific Economic Cooperation Talk' siffiw2Ko?f'Rush Lim
forum to promote global eco- baugh'said tlillr111e' ffi~ll::alled 
nomic growth, and visited US for 507 rootn?!md 40 ~itplanes 
military personnel stationed in for the 3,000 people, but he 
South Korea. specified no Source. ' 

So with all of the importance It's highly unlikely that a 
of the trip, why the focus on trip to India costs more than 
the untrue reporting of cost? the war in Afghanistan, which 

Because an unnamed In- costs $5.7 billion per month, 
dian government official in reported by www.factcheck. 
an article from the Press Trust org. 
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It's common sense that a 
trip costs less than the New 
Jersey Nets basketball team, or, 
according to www.businessin
sider.com, the price Facebook 
was bought for in 2009. 

The White House even dis
proved the claim, saying that it 
was "widely inflated." 

Obama didn't travel to Mum
bai just for kicks; he traveled 
there for a security drill. 

Let's face it: the only reason 
Obama has been traveling so 
much is because he wants to 
help the country. 

And the only reason the 
story was reported without 
the facts is because some news 
media are more interested in 
printing lies rather than the 
truth about Obama. 

That needs to change. 

The weighted grading scale 
is fairly simple to understand. 
Currently, an A is equivalent to 
a 4.0 for all classes, regardless 
of level. 

If we had weighted grades, 
an A would equal5.0 for des
ignated classes. 

The opportunity to earn a 
GPA above and beyond a 4.0 
could encourage students to . 
take more advanced classes. 

Principal Moses Cheng is 
worried the weighted grading 
system will make school more 
of a "points" game than it 
should be. 

But, some students who are 
capable of taking honors or 
AP classes are avoiding doing 
so because the grades are not 

Having a GPA above 4.0 
indicates you have taken an 
advanced level class and done 
well in it. 

This system would give 
advanced students more of 
a competitive edge against 
students from other schools 
whose grades are weighted, 
according to counselor Jill 
Holubetz. 

Having a high GPA also im
proves your chance of earning 
scholarship money. 

This system is all around 
beneficial to our school. 

It will encourage srudents to 
do their very best and improve 
the chance of students getting 
into a good college. 

When the board reviews the 
plan in May, let's hope a "yes" 
vote comes. 
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e over 
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. "Yes, because it's logical, 

_people who earn more 
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should 
not pay 
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Megan Hernbroth 
Editor in Chief 

more 
The rich get richer and the poor get poorer. Under the 

Bush tax cuts, this was the motto the country lived by. 
After Jan. 1, 2011, everyone will pay their fair share. 

A more Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

Taxes are always a major issue of concern to both 
political parties. More specifically, how much to tax 
and how to tax: flat or progressive. 

President Obama proposed a tax reform to take 
effect once the Bush tax cuts expire. The tax bracket 
affected by the tax reform will be families making more 
than $250,000 a year or singles making more than 
$200,000, according to www.factcheck.org. 

Individuals that would be affected by the proposed 
tax hike are currently taxed at 28 percent. The proposal 
would change the percentage from 28 to 39.6 percent, 
according to www.factcheck.org. 

X 
As a supporter of the flat tax system, I'm not in favor 

of President Barack Obama's plan to change the per
centages in the tax bracket. Former President George 
W Bush's tax system is set to expire at the end of the 
year, and Obama has the opportunity to implement a 
new tax bracket by removing tax cuts. 

Obama plans to increase the top bracket of .the tax 

If the proposed tax reform takes affect in 201 I, the 
taxes alone would generate about $31 billion in revenue 
for the country. By 2019, the tax reforms would raise 
around $318 billion, according to www.politico.com. 

With the country deep in financial trouble, it seems 
as if the solution could not be any clearer. Those that 

E 
system (over $250,000 for married couples filing to
gether) by 4 percent. Many people argue that this is fair 
because they make more money, and therefore should 
have to pay more mo'ney. However, even with a flat 
tax system, t!Ie rich will pay more. If everyone pays 
the same percentage, I'll use 20 percent as an example, 
someone who makes $40,000 a year will pay $8,000 and 
someone who makes $250,000 will pay $50,000. 

are financially stable should be able to help more. With
out help, those in a family that may not be financially 
successful may be deprived of types of government 
assistance, and the country deprived of much needed 
building projects and employment opportunities. 

Saying wealthier citizens have worked hard so they 
do not have to help, is wrong, since people making 

s 
The fact that some people make more money does 

not make them any more indebted to the government 
and country. It is not their job to pay for those who 
make less money. Social security, for example, is meant 
only to be a supplement to one's income, not pay for 
retirement. It is each individual's responsibility to save 
up money as they work. Maybe this means going back 

less than $250,000 also work hard. 
Some individuals think it is not their responsibility to help out 

because it is not their fault that others, including our country, 
have reached hardships. This is selfish. Where would you be if 
no one offered to help when you needed it? Our country needs 
help from its citi-

to school to get a better job, working a night shift, or 
having two jobs. There needs to be economic diversity in a 
country; and if the rich are paying the poor, the rich become 
poorer and the poor become richer. 

This quote from author Dr. Adrian Rogers makes my point: 
"whenever 

zens, not selfish Wh 
people who are o 
able to help. Should P .,. somebody ay ~ recetves 

e something 
without These indi-

victuals may also find themselves needing social security, un
employment benefits or loans one day, an·of which are funded 
through taxes. They may even want to drive on roads that are 
not crumbling and have their kids in classrooms that are not 
overcrowded. Suddenly, those that oppose the reform most may 
be the most in need. 

By opposing tax reform, people are standing in the way of 
funding schools, hospitals, loans, and other public services. 
Infrastrucrure building would benefit substantially from extra 
funds, providing employment, giving money for people to 
spend, which allows companies to hire more employees, ef
fectively boosting a crumbling economy. 

Instead of standing in the way, individuals should be glad to 
lend a helping hand whenever they are able to. It's time to think 
of others and change the old motto. 

Education first 

working for it, somebody else has to work for it without receiv
ing. The worst thing ·that can happen to a nation is for half 
of the people to get the idea they don't have to work because 
somebody else will work for them, and the other half to get the 
idea that it does no good to work because they don't get to enjoy 
the fruits of their labor." 

Tax mR!lfY. also goes (awards funding education, providing 
public Sef!Yice,:rJSUch as a_fue Or police department, and repair
ing iofrastqJctures, Those who are rich do not use government 
services more than the poor, and therefore should not have to 
pay a larger percentage of taxes. 

Because people are rich does not mean that they are lazy, it's 
often just the opposite. People work their ways up the ladder, 
and it is often a struggle. They work hard for their money, and 
deserve it just as much as those who make less money. 

advantage of training in in Germany are almost 
specific areas after the entirely education-focused, 
Gesamtschule as well, or which can be a good thing. 

German schools have an continue the next level, which There are hardly any teams 
elementary level that runs is the Gymnasium. or clubs connected with the 
from kindergarten through The Gymnasium, college school. 
the fourth grade. prep school, often runs from Rather, teens find their 

All students, are given the fifth to the 12th usually, niches in their towns. At 
the opportunity to go to the depending on the area of school, learning is the main 
Hauptschule. Germany that one lives in. goal, and at the Gymnasium, 

This is the most basic level Students who are more students are generally well-
of education available, and interested in theoretical and motivated. 
runs from the fifth to lOth analytical work attend a However, one's preference 
grade, after which students Gymnasium. Here all of the is purely a matter of taste on 
often do special trainings in courses are somewhat more this matter. A person has to 
their areas of interest. advanced than the average choose: Do I want education 

Contributing Writer The next level is the American class, and in the or do I want entertainment? 
A big part of most students' Gesamtschule. Here students eleventh and 12th grades, (Thomas Harms is a '10 grad-

lives is having fun in sports receive a mix of the basic students begin focusing uate who is living in Grebenstein, 
and clubs along with classes, schooling and some more on courses related to their Germany for a year. He will 
but this isn't true for students advanced courses. potential work areas. have an update of his trip each 
in Germany. . Students often take Unlike the U.S, the schools month.) 
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By Keyuri Parmar 
Perspectives Editor 

Eating a brownie, drinking 
Monster, and staying up un
til2 a.m. aren't the healthiest 
habits for a student's sleep 
pattern. 

These behaviors throw off 
diurnal, or sleep, pattern ac
cording to science teacher 
Dr. Hank Murphy, and is the 
main cause of students being 
deprived of their sleep. 

A diurnal pattern is a hu
man's internal clock that tells 
you when to sleep and when 
to be awake. 

Taking short naps during 
class or after school can dis
rupt the diurnal pattern that 
the body is used to. 

On the weekends the aver
age student probably stays up 
until l a.m. or 2 a.m. Then 

on Sunday night they will try 
to go to sleep at 10 p.m. or 11 
p.m. and most likely will not 
be successful. 

"I try going to sleep at 9:30 
p.m. but don't fall asleep till 
about 11 p.m.," junior Sarah 
Quealy said. 

Students tend to go to sleep 
at different times every day, 
because they don't have a set 
bedtime. 

"Teens like experimenting 
with their sleep by waking 
up and going to sleep at dif
ferent times, which changes 
their sleep schedule," Mur
phy said. 

A bad habit is to drink any
thing with a high quantity of 
caffeine or eat food with a Jot 
of sugar within four hours 
before going to sleep. 

Caffeine and sugar are stim
ulants which turn on neurons 

in the nervous system. 
Students should do ac

tivities that slow down their 
brain before going to 

such as listening to music or 
having a light conversation 
with someone. 

If the brain is concentrated 
and awake it won't be able to 
"shut off" right away. 

"Exercise gets adrenaline 

in the body going so you can't 
sleep. You need to have ape
riod of slowing down the ac
tivity in the brain," Murphy 

said. 
There is an exception to 

every rule about sleep. Some 
individuals may be able to 
drink caffeine, eat sugar, do 
homework, or exercise right 
before going to bed but there 
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are only a few of them. 
"I could always fall asleep 

reading my anatomy book in 
college," Murphy said. 

To fall asleep faster, eat 
foods with melatonin, sero
tonin or tryptophan, which 
encourage sleep, Murphy 
said. 

Bananas, warm milk, oat
meal, almonds, whole wheat 
bread, and turkey have some 
of these chemicals. 

Also watching a bor
ing show can help you fall 
asleep quicker. Accord
ing to American College 
of Chest Physicians, texting 
late at night makes it difficult 
for students to fall asleep. 

Some students stress out a 
lot about small things going 
on and that may be because 
they aren't getting enough 
sleep. 

"Sleep is designed to let our 
brain with all of the thoughts 
and stressors of the day so 
that it would be ready for the 
next day," Murphy said. 

By Carly Tubridy 
Sports Editor 

Dreams can showcase 
a person's wants, fears, or 
needs, or so say those who 
have analyzed dreams for 
centuries. 

Common dreams of fall
ing, flying, being chased, or 
showing up in public naked 
are considered "universal 
dreams" that people from all 
walks of life experience. 

Falling dreams usually 

HtJ#f f/tJU ~feel' rereah mtJre tha11 f/(JU tht,IIJ. 
Photos and information compiled by Megan Hernbroth /hl;a/ J.. Yearner 
Editor in Chief 

Only 5 percent of Americans change the position they sleep in each night. 
Such a habit can say a Jot about certain characteristics of your individual 
personality. 

Fetal Position 
The fetal sleeping position is the most popular of sleeping positions, adopted 
by 41 percent of Americans, and specifically 51 percent of females. Typically, 
people that sleep in the fetal position have a tough exterior but are sensitive 
or shy at heart. These people have a hard time opening up when meeting new 
people, but relax once they get to know someone. 

Log Position 
About 15 percent of people sleep in the log position. Typically, these sleepers 
tend to be very social and work best when working with people. They tend to 
be very easy going, and enjoy being part of the in-crowd in most situations. 
These people are trusting of strangers, and are incredibly gullible. 

The Yearner Position 
The yearner position is the next most common position, with 13 percent of 
the population adopting this position nightly. These people are said to be very 
accepting and open in nature, but can also be cynical or suspicious. They have 
a hard time making decisions, but are stubborn in their choice once it is made. 

Soldier Position 
With about 8 percent of Americans sleeping in the soldier position each 
night, it is the next most common position. These sleepers are usually quiet 
or reserved in nature. Also, they don't like extra fuss, but set incredibly high 
standards for themselves and for others. Sleeping in the soldier position 
increases the possibility of snoring and an overall bad night's sleep. 

Freefall Position 
About 7 percent of people sleep in the freefall position at night. These sleepers 
tend to be extremely sociable and highly energetic, but may also be nervous 
and timid underneath. They do not take criticism well and deal poorly 
with extreme situations. The freefall position aids digestions the best of the 
positions. 

Starfish Position 
The starfish position is the least common sleeping position, with only 5 
percent of Americans adopting this position. Those that sleep in the starfish 
position are said to make friends easily and listen well to others. They offer 
help when needed, but generally do not enjoy being the center of attention. 
The starfish position may contribute to an increase in snoring or to a bad 
night's sleep. 

SOURCE: www.flatseats.com 

Free fall 

November 18, 2010 

mean you feel out of con
trol in your life. They could 
also reflect a sense of fail-

ure according to www. 
dreammoods.com. 
Flying can mean you 
are on top of a situ
ation and risen above 

something. 

people seeing, which means 
your dream could be tell
ing you that you are try
ing to be something you're 
not, according to dream
moods.com. Animals also 
have different meanings. 
For instance, a pig means 
dirtiness and greed. Snakes 

r ~symbolize evil. Reoccur
~ ring dreams are very 

Another 
meaning could be that you 
have gained a new perspec
tive on a certain aspect of 
your life. According to www. 
thinkquest.org, being chased 
means the dreamer cannot 
accomplish something so 
they must run away from it. 

Being naked in public in 
a dream shows a person's 
vulnerability. It may be be
cause you are hiding some
thing that you are afraid of 

common and tend to reveal 
valuable information about 
oneself, according to dream
moods.com. 

People who are sensitive, 
creative, intuitive, or imagina
tive are prone to nightmares. 
Nightmares can be a way for 
your subconscious to bring 
a problem in your life to the 
forefront of your mind. 
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According to dream
moods.com, remembering 
your dreams will help you 
become more aware of your 
feelings and needs. Howev
er, remembering dreams can 
be difficult because 5 min
utes after you wake, half of 
the content is forgotten and 
10 minutes after 90 percent 
of the dream is forgotten. 
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Perspectives Editor 

Eating a brownie, drinking 
Monster, and staying up un
til2 a.m. aren't the healthiest 
habits for a student's sleep 
pattern. 

These behaviors throw off 
diurnal, or sleep, pattern ac
cording to science teacher 
Dr. Hank Murphy, and is the 
main cause of students being 
deprived of their sleep. 

A diurnal pattern is a hu
man's internal clock that tells 
you when to sleep and when 
to be awake. 

Taking short naps during 
class or after school can dis
rupt the diurnal pattern that 
the body is used to. 

On the weekends the aver
age student probably stays up 
until l a.m. or 2 a.m. Then 

on Sunday night they will try 
to go to sleep at 10 p.m. or 11 
p.m. and most likely will not 
be successful. 

"I try going to sleep at 9:30 
p.m. but don't fall asleep till 
about 11 p.m.," junior Sarah 
Quealy said. 

Students tend to go to sleep 
at different times every day, 
because they don't have a set 
bedtime. 

"Teens like experimenting 
with their sleep by waking 
up and going to sleep at dif
ferent times, which changes 
their sleep schedule," Mur
phy said. 

A bad habit is to drink any
thing with a high quantity of 
caffeine or eat food with a Jot 
of sugar within four hours 
before going to sleep. 

Caffeine and sugar are stim
ulants which turn on neurons 

in the nervous system. 
Students should do ac

tivities that slow down their 
brain before going to 

such as listening to music or 
having a light conversation 
with someone. 

If the brain is concentrated 
and awake it won't be able to 
"shut off" right away. 

"Exercise gets adrenaline 

in the body going so you can't 
sleep. You need to have ape
riod of slowing down the ac
tivity in the brain," Murphy 

said. 
There is an exception to 

every rule about sleep. Some 
individuals may be able to 
drink caffeine, eat sugar, do 
homework, or exercise right 
before going to bed but there 
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are only a few of them. 
"I could always fall asleep 

reading my anatomy book in 
college," Murphy said. 

To fall asleep faster, eat 
foods with melatonin, sero
tonin or tryptophan, which 
encourage sleep, Murphy 
said. 

Bananas, warm milk, oat
meal, almonds, whole wheat 
bread, and turkey have some 
of these chemicals. 

Also watching a bor
ing show can help you fall 
asleep quicker. Accord
ing to American College 
of Chest Physicians, texting 
late at night makes it difficult 
for students to fall asleep. 

Some students stress out a 
lot about small things going 
on and that may be because 
they aren't getting enough 
sleep. 

"Sleep is designed to let our 
brain with all of the thoughts 
and stressors of the day so 
that it would be ready for the 
next day," Murphy said. 

By Carly Tubridy 
Sports Editor 

Dreams can showcase 
a person's wants, fears, or 
needs, or so say those who 
have analyzed dreams for 
centuries. 

Common dreams of fall
ing, flying, being chased, or 
showing up in public naked 
are considered "universal 
dreams" that people from all 
walks of life experience. 

Falling dreams usually 

HtJ#f f/tJU ~feel' rereah mtJre tha11 f/(JU tht,IIJ. 
Photos and information compiled by Megan Hernbroth /hl;a/ J.. Yearner 
Editor in Chief 

Only 5 percent of Americans change the position they sleep in each night. 
Such a habit can say a Jot about certain characteristics of your individual 
personality. 

Fetal Position 
The fetal sleeping position is the most popular of sleeping positions, adopted 
by 41 percent of Americans, and specifically 51 percent of females. Typically, 
people that sleep in the fetal position have a tough exterior but are sensitive 
or shy at heart. These people have a hard time opening up when meeting new 
people, but relax once they get to know someone. 

Log Position 
About 15 percent of people sleep in the log position. Typically, these sleepers 
tend to be very social and work best when working with people. They tend to 
be very easy going, and enjoy being part of the in-crowd in most situations. 
These people are trusting of strangers, and are incredibly gullible. 

The Yearner Position 
The yearner position is the next most common position, with 13 percent of 
the population adopting this position nightly. These people are said to be very 
accepting and open in nature, but can also be cynical or suspicious. They have 
a hard time making decisions, but are stubborn in their choice once it is made. 

Soldier Position 
With about 8 percent of Americans sleeping in the soldier position each 
night, it is the next most common position. These sleepers are usually quiet 
or reserved in nature. Also, they don't like extra fuss, but set incredibly high 
standards for themselves and for others. Sleeping in the soldier position 
increases the possibility of snoring and an overall bad night's sleep. 

Freefall Position 
About 7 percent of people sleep in the freefall position at night. These sleepers 
tend to be extremely sociable and highly energetic, but may also be nervous 
and timid underneath. They do not take criticism well and deal poorly 
with extreme situations. The freefall position aids digestions the best of the 
positions. 

Starfish Position 
The starfish position is the least common sleeping position, with only 5 
percent of Americans adopting this position. Those that sleep in the starfish 
position are said to make friends easily and listen well to others. They offer 
help when needed, but generally do not enjoy being the center of attention. 
The starfish position may contribute to an increase in snoring or to a bad 
night's sleep. 

SOURCE: www.flatseats.com 

Free fall 
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mean you feel out of con
trol in your life. They could 
also reflect a sense of fail-

ure according to www. 
dreammoods.com. 
Flying can mean you 
are on top of a situ
ation and risen above 

something. 

people seeing, which means 
your dream could be tell
ing you that you are try
ing to be something you're 
not, according to dream
moods.com. Animals also 
have different meanings. 
For instance, a pig means 
dirtiness and greed. Snakes 

r ~symbolize evil. Reoccur
~ ring dreams are very 

Another 
meaning could be that you 
have gained a new perspec
tive on a certain aspect of 
your life. According to www. 
thinkquest.org, being chased 
means the dreamer cannot 
accomplish something so 
they must run away from it. 

Being naked in public in 
a dream shows a person's 
vulnerability. It may be be
cause you are hiding some
thing that you are afraid of 

common and tend to reveal 
valuable information about 
oneself, according to dream
moods.com. 

People who are sensitive, 
creative, intuitive, or imagina
tive are prone to nightmares. 
Nightmares can be a way for 
your subconscious to bring 
a problem in your life to the 
forefront of your mind. 

9 

According to dream
moods.com, remembering 
your dreams will help you 
become more aware of your 
feelings and needs. Howev
er, remembering dreams can 
be difficult because 5 min
utes after you wake, half of 
the content is forgotten and 
10 minutes after 90 percent 
of the dream is forgotten. 
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Disabilities do not· affect bonds 
Laughter keeps sisters' 
relationship together 

about people with disabili
ties," Pilar ·said. 

However, planning for Pal "My family is trying to plan 
her future like if she is going 

to live alone, where, stuff 

By Carly Tubridy 
Sports Editor 

Junior Pilar and freshman 
Paloma Bonilla are "just like 
any other family," according 
to Pilar. 

The fas;t that Paloma has 
Down syndrome doesn't 
change Pilar's mind. 

"Down syndrome slows 
down the brain process, so it 
takes [Paloma] a longer time 
to learn things like reading, 
writing, and math," Pilar 
said. 

Since Paloma started 
school, Pilar has felt the dif
ference in ·having her sister 
here with her. 

When kids with Down syn
drome hit their teens, talking 
to themselves helps them 
process things better in their 
minds. 

"Paloma has a tendency 
to talk to herself and people 

Sometimes Pilar helps Pal
oma with her homework but 
they also like singing karaoke, 
playing sports, and watching 
movies. 

. "'Avatar' is our favorite 
movie," Pilar said. 

"And 'Alice in Wonder
land'," Paloma chimed in. 

The· girls are close and 
enjoy having each other at 

Paloma} being my sister and having Down 
!Jndrome} has realfy been· a blessing. J 

--Junior Pilar Bonilla 

tend to mock her for it," Pilar 
said. 

Paloma's special needs 
have positively impacted Pi
lar's life. 

school. 
"[I like school] because it's 

fun," Paloma said. 
Paloma hopes to continue 

onto college after graduating 
high school. 

oma's future can 
be difficult be
cause of her 
disability. 

like that," Pilar said. 
When talking about 
what it is like at 
home, Pilar couldn't 
articulate a differ
ence from any other 
family. 

Paloma 
egged Pilar 
on by saying 
"Keep go
ing ... and ... " 
and the girls 
burst into 

laughter. 
"Paloma, being 

my sister and having 
Down syndrome, 

has really ·been a 
blessing and, as you 

can see, she is hysteri
cal," Pilar said. 

"It's more fun. I get to see 
her more. Plus with her being 
here, my friends keep an eye 
on her. So they can tell me 
if people are making fun of 
her," Pilar said. 

''It definitely has opened 
my eyes to seeing people with 
disabilities to not be disabled. 
I feel like I'm more educated 

"She wants to go to school 
for as long as she can. She 
loves school," Pilar said. Photo by early Tubridy 

Paloma continued to. 
crack jokes and the girls 

began to laugh as Paloma 
formed the 'rock on' sym
bol with her .hands and 
said "rock on" in response 
to Pilar. 

An active relationship~ - - - - - - - - - , 
I 

Pizza Now By Keyuri Parmar 
Perspectives Editor 

A special need has not kept senior 
Kelsey Myers and sophomore Tay
lor Myers from having a close, lov
ing relationship. 

Taylor was diagnosed with autism 
when she was 4 years old. Her par

. ents brought her to the doctors when 
she was still having trouble learning 
how to talk. 

But Taylor and Kelsey have a close 
relationship, without Taylor's au
tism coming between them. 

"We're really close. We 
both play basketball, which 
is something we have in 

·common and we talk ev-
eryday," Kelsey said. I 

Taylor looks up to her f 
older sister and is com- I 
forted by having her 1 

"She's made me a lot more accept
ing of others, realize how different I 
people are, and made me more under-
standing," Kelsey said. 1 Taylor may not ask her sister for 
much help day-to-day, but occasion-
ally needs it. I 

According to Kelsey; others prob
ably assume that Taylor isn't normal 
and can't do certain things on her I 

but people who know 
sisters don't view 
them differently I 
than anyone else. 

' ·'i 
l 

"I think people I 
should treat 

others with 

disablilities I 
normally but 
keep in mind 
that they I 
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I 
around daily. \ 

"When I cry, she's ~~~~~ 
there to cheer me up and 
it's just nice having her 
there," Taylor said. 

live a differ

ent life-style," I 
Kelsey said. 

For these 
Ready in8-10 minutes I 

Taylor's future will be 
different than most teenag
ers; she will turn 16 this year 
but will most likely not be able 
to receive a driver's license be
cause she is autistic. 

She will be able to obtain a 
degree that requires a couple 
years of school. 

Having a sister with spe
cial needs has impacted 
Kelsey's life in more ways 

sisters, Taylor's 1 disability has 
I"' brought them 

• 

$5.00 Large Pizza!!! I 
Yom· cboice of Pepperoni, Sausage or Plain Cbeese I closer together I 

and made Kelsey 
more aware of peo

ljFor ahmitedtbne. shm; you~scl10ol--ll 
1 :ID and receive a FREE 8 piece order : 1 
l of Bread Sticks \'~th the purchase of I 

ple with disabilites. 
"It's been a differ

ent experience hav
ing one sister with 

/ a disability and one 
; ~/ ~ without one, it's 
~ made me a better I I . II 

person," said 1~!!~2!.!.~'2.1~.£.~~~---..; ____________ j 
than one. Photo by Keyuri Parmar Kelsey. L---------..1 
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Appreciating the small things said. "When you ask some
one how they are, there is 
only one· answer, 'J'm-good.' 
In Germany, you ask the 
question and you hear their 
life story and all of their prob
lems. In school, everyone 
says 'hello' to me. Everyone 
is friendly and helpful." 

"I will have two feelings 
mixed," Krause said. "I will 
be happy to see my family, 
but I will get to know every
one here, so there will be one 
sad and one happy." 

German exchange student 

reflects on American life 

all the trees and Jakes.'' 
Tennessee, however, was a 

bit of a struggle for Krause. 
"The dialect was very hard 

to understand as a foreigner," 
Krause said. 

Because of this experience, 
Krause hopes to return to 
America in the future. 

By Megan Hernbroth 
Editor in Chief 

As students drudge through 
the halls complaining about 
classes and counselors, senior 
Moritz Krause could not en
joy a day at school more. 

Krause is taking part in the 
Congress-Bundestag Youth 
Exchange (CBYX) that sends 
German students to study in 
America for a school year 
while sending American stu
dents to Germany for the 
year. CBYX sent ' I 0 graduate 
Thomas Harms and senior 
Soli Page to Germany for the 
current school year. 

"I've been here for three 
mont~s," Krause said. "I'll 
be here throughout the whole 
school year, so I will go back 
sometime in June. I wanted to 
come to learn a lot of the lan
guage and get better at speak
ing English, but I also wanted 
to experience the culture." 

Although he was excited 
to come to America, Krause 
found it hard to adjust to 

American life at first. 
"At the beginning, it wasn't 

too easy," Krause said. "The 
first few weeks were difficult 
[for me to adjust]. but I just 
got into it and got better and 
better." 

Through the program, 
Krause lives with Anthony 
Lage and Steven Thinnes in 
West Chicago. Krause's host 
family has given him many 
different experiences typical 
to American life. 

"I went to Chicago, trav
eled to the Wisconsin Dells, 
and took a weekend trip to 
Tennessee because a friend 
of my host family has an ani
mal sanctuary there," Krause 
said. "I think Chicago is a 
beautiful city; I like all of 
the buildings and we took a 
boat trip on the lake and it 
is a great view. I liked all the 
different things to experience 
in the Wisconsin Dells. We 
went zip lining, which was a 
lot of fun. It reminded me a 
lot of the Black Forest, which 
is where I'm from, because of 

Back at school, Krause 
takes classes like any other 
student. 

"I think it is great you get to 
pick your classes here because 
in Germany you take every 
class every year," Krause 
said. "My favorite class is 
American studies with Mr. 
Kling and Mr. C. because it 
is a lot of fun. We learn what 
it means to be an American, 
and as a foreigner, it is an in
teresting perspective." 

Krause starts his school 
day student assisting a Ger
man three class. 

"The German teacher(Jane 
Knecht) was a lot of help 
when I first came," Krause 
said. "I like to see how many 
students are taking German 
and learning the vocabulary. 
Their pronunciation is a little 
different, though." 

Krause enjoys how friendly 
people are to one another. 

"Everyone is so friendly, 
from the counselors to the 
students in the halls," Krause 

Part of living in a new 
country involves a bit of cul
ture shock, even for Krause. 

"I know the language well, 
and I already know some 
people," Krause said. "I 

Photo by Yasmyn McGee 
Senior Moritz Krause points to his home country, Germany. 
Krause is here to experience American culture through an 
exchange program. 

"Everything here is bigger, 
from the cars to streets to 
houses," Krause said. "There 
are also more choices with 
food. I like the different cul
tures and foods." 

Once the school year comes 
to a close, Krause will have 
to say goodbye to his new 
-friends and host family. 

would like to do an exchange 
semester for college here. I 
want to teach because I like 
to explain complex things. 
My most favorite right now 
would be to teach English." 

But until he leaves, Krause 
will appreciate the school ex
perience many students take 
for granted. 
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By Helene Sankovitch 
Reporter 

Junior Elena Tubridy and senior 
Jeffrey Pierpoint are becoming well
rounded actors by performing in 
much more than just the school pro
ductions. 

"I've wanted to be an actress as 
long as I can remember, but I started 
doing it religiously when I was in 8th . 
grade, and have been in about 23 pro
ductions since," Tubridy said. 

'Hairspray,' at Elgin Community 
College, was one of Tubridy's favor
ite productions to be in. 

"I liked the set better than any other 
show I've done. It was really pretty,'' 
Tubridy said. 

Tubridy has sacrificed a lot of her 
social life in order to become success
ful with acting. 

"I got started by taking classes, 
then going on auditions, then look
ing at agencies, and going to camps 
and looking at colleges. I even spent 
part of my summer art program [at 
Northern Illinois University] where 
I majored in acting and stayed in a 
college dorm taking college acting," 
Tubridy said. 

Taking these classes was a great 
opportunity for Tubridy to get no
ticed by acting scouts. 

"I like died when a New York Uni
versity scout told me I should apply 
there because when I took her Shake
speare class, I apparently caught her 
eye," Tubridy said. 

For Tubridy, theater outside of 

school is just like school theater be
cause it requires hard work and is a 
lot of fun, but it's also very different. 

"The professional shows I've been 
involved in were super professional 
and intense. And getting paid to 
do what I love wasn't so bad either. 
Some outside shows even count for 
college credit," Tubridy said . . 

Acting takes up a lot of her social 
time, l)ut Tubridy doesn't seem to 
mind. 

"You kind of lose a social life, but 
you gain so much more," Tubridy 

said. 
When Pierpoint was encouraged 

by peers to start acting in produc
tions other than at school, he quickly 
jumped at the opportunity to per
form. 

"'Hairspray' and 'Into the Woods' 
were two of my favorite productions. 
'Into the Woods' was the All State 
show, so it was a huge honor to be 
in. We rehearsed once a month for 
roughly 36 hours a weekend. It's been 
a fantastic experience that showed me 
that theater is what I want to pursue 
in college," Pierpoint said. 

Pierpoint started acting at 3 years 
old, but realized his sophomore year 
that it was something he wanted to 
keep doing. 

"There's more of a time commit
ment, and there's a wider variety of 
kids. Acting outside of school makes 
it seem less like an activity and more 
like a job. It gives me a good idea of 
what I want to do with my future," 
Pierpoint said. 
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Disabilities do not· affect bonds 
Laughter keeps sisters' 
relationship together 

about people with disabili
ties," Pilar ·said. 

However, planning for Pal "My family is trying to plan 
her future like if she is going 

to live alone, where, stuff 

By Carly Tubridy 
Sports Editor 

Junior Pilar and freshman 
Paloma Bonilla are "just like 
any other family," according 
to Pilar. 

The fas;t that Paloma has 
Down syndrome doesn't 
change Pilar's mind. 

"Down syndrome slows 
down the brain process, so it 
takes [Paloma] a longer time 
to learn things like reading, 
writing, and math," Pilar 
said. 

Since Paloma started 
school, Pilar has felt the dif
ference in ·having her sister 
here with her. 

When kids with Down syn
drome hit their teens, talking 
to themselves helps them 
process things better in their 
minds. 

"Paloma has a tendency 
to talk to herself and people 

Sometimes Pilar helps Pal
oma with her homework but 
they also like singing karaoke, 
playing sports, and watching 
movies. 

. "'Avatar' is our favorite 
movie," Pilar said. 

"And 'Alice in Wonder
land'," Paloma chimed in. 

The· girls are close and 
enjoy having each other at 

Paloma} being my sister and having Down 
!Jndrome} has realfy been· a blessing. J 

--Junior Pilar Bonilla 

tend to mock her for it," Pilar 
said. 

Paloma's special needs 
have positively impacted Pi
lar's life. 

school. 
"[I like school] because it's 

fun," Paloma said. 
Paloma hopes to continue 

onto college after graduating 
high school. 

oma's future can 
be difficult be
cause of her 
disability. 

like that," Pilar said. 
When talking about 
what it is like at 
home, Pilar couldn't 
articulate a differ
ence from any other 
family. 

Paloma 
egged Pilar 
on by saying 
"Keep go
ing ... and ... " 
and the girls 
burst into 

laughter. 
"Paloma, being 

my sister and having 
Down syndrome, 

has really ·been a 
blessing and, as you 

can see, she is hysteri
cal," Pilar said. 

"It's more fun. I get to see 
her more. Plus with her being 
here, my friends keep an eye 
on her. So they can tell me 
if people are making fun of 
her," Pilar said. 

''It definitely has opened 
my eyes to seeing people with 
disabilities to not be disabled. 
I feel like I'm more educated 

"She wants to go to school 
for as long as she can. She 
loves school," Pilar said. Photo by early Tubridy 

Paloma continued to. 
crack jokes and the girls 

began to laugh as Paloma 
formed the 'rock on' sym
bol with her .hands and 
said "rock on" in response 
to Pilar. 

An active relationship~ - - - - - - - - - , 
I 

Pizza Now By Keyuri Parmar 
Perspectives Editor 

A special need has not kept senior 
Kelsey Myers and sophomore Tay
lor Myers from having a close, lov
ing relationship. 

Taylor was diagnosed with autism 
when she was 4 years old. Her par

. ents brought her to the doctors when 
she was still having trouble learning 
how to talk. 

But Taylor and Kelsey have a close 
relationship, without Taylor's au
tism coming between them. 

"We're really close. We 
both play basketball, which 
is something we have in 

·common and we talk ev-
eryday," Kelsey said. I 

Taylor looks up to her f 
older sister and is com- I 
forted by having her 1 

"She's made me a lot more accept
ing of others, realize how different I 
people are, and made me more under-
standing," Kelsey said. 1 Taylor may not ask her sister for 
much help day-to-day, but occasion-
ally needs it. I 

According to Kelsey; others prob
ably assume that Taylor isn't normal 
and can't do certain things on her I 

but people who know 
sisters don't view 
them differently I 
than anyone else. 

' ·'i 
l 

"I think people I 
should treat 

others with 

disablilities I 
normally but 
keep in mind 
that they I 
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"When I cry, she's ~~~~~ 
there to cheer me up and 
it's just nice having her 
there," Taylor said. 

live a differ

ent life-style," I 
Kelsey said. 

For these 
Ready in8-10 minutes I 

Taylor's future will be 
different than most teenag
ers; she will turn 16 this year 
but will most likely not be able 
to receive a driver's license be
cause she is autistic. 

She will be able to obtain a 
degree that requires a couple 
years of school. 

Having a sister with spe
cial needs has impacted 
Kelsey's life in more ways 

sisters, Taylor's 1 disability has 
I"' brought them 

• 

$5.00 Large Pizza!!! I 
Yom· cboice of Pepperoni, Sausage or Plain Cbeese I closer together I 

and made Kelsey 
more aware of peo
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Appreciating the small things said. "When you ask some
one how they are, there is 
only one· answer, 'J'm-good.' 
In Germany, you ask the 
question and you hear their 
life story and all of their prob
lems. In school, everyone 
says 'hello' to me. Everyone 
is friendly and helpful." 

"I will have two feelings 
mixed," Krause said. "I will 
be happy to see my family, 
but I will get to know every
one here, so there will be one 
sad and one happy." 

German exchange student 

reflects on American life 

all the trees and Jakes.'' 
Tennessee, however, was a 

bit of a struggle for Krause. 
"The dialect was very hard 

to understand as a foreigner," 
Krause said. 

Because of this experience, 
Krause hopes to return to 
America in the future. 

By Megan Hernbroth 
Editor in Chief 

As students drudge through 
the halls complaining about 
classes and counselors, senior 
Moritz Krause could not en
joy a day at school more. 

Krause is taking part in the 
Congress-Bundestag Youth 
Exchange (CBYX) that sends 
German students to study in 
America for a school year 
while sending American stu
dents to Germany for the 
year. CBYX sent ' I 0 graduate 
Thomas Harms and senior 
Soli Page to Germany for the 
current school year. 

"I've been here for three 
mont~s," Krause said. "I'll 
be here throughout the whole 
school year, so I will go back 
sometime in June. I wanted to 
come to learn a lot of the lan
guage and get better at speak
ing English, but I also wanted 
to experience the culture." 

Although he was excited 
to come to America, Krause 
found it hard to adjust to 

American life at first. 
"At the beginning, it wasn't 

too easy," Krause said. "The 
first few weeks were difficult 
[for me to adjust]. but I just 
got into it and got better and 
better." 

Through the program, 
Krause lives with Anthony 
Lage and Steven Thinnes in 
West Chicago. Krause's host 
family has given him many 
different experiences typical 
to American life. 

"I went to Chicago, trav
eled to the Wisconsin Dells, 
and took a weekend trip to 
Tennessee because a friend 
of my host family has an ani
mal sanctuary there," Krause 
said. "I think Chicago is a 
beautiful city; I like all of 
the buildings and we took a 
boat trip on the lake and it 
is a great view. I liked all the 
different things to experience 
in the Wisconsin Dells. We 
went zip lining, which was a 
lot of fun. It reminded me a 
lot of the Black Forest, which 
is where I'm from, because of 

Back at school, Krause 
takes classes like any other 
student. 

"I think it is great you get to 
pick your classes here because 
in Germany you take every 
class every year," Krause 
said. "My favorite class is 
American studies with Mr. 
Kling and Mr. C. because it 
is a lot of fun. We learn what 
it means to be an American, 
and as a foreigner, it is an in
teresting perspective." 

Krause starts his school 
day student assisting a Ger
man three class. 

"The German teacher(Jane 
Knecht) was a lot of help 
when I first came," Krause 
said. "I like to see how many 
students are taking German 
and learning the vocabulary. 
Their pronunciation is a little 
different, though." 

Krause enjoys how friendly 
people are to one another. 

"Everyone is so friendly, 
from the counselors to the 
students in the halls," Krause 

Part of living in a new 
country involves a bit of cul
ture shock, even for Krause. 

"I know the language well, 
and I already know some 
people," Krause said. "I 

Photo by Yasmyn McGee 
Senior Moritz Krause points to his home country, Germany. 
Krause is here to experience American culture through an 
exchange program. 

"Everything here is bigger, 
from the cars to streets to 
houses," Krause said. "There 
are also more choices with 
food. I like the different cul
tures and foods." 

Once the school year comes 
to a close, Krause will have 
to say goodbye to his new 
-friends and host family. 

would like to do an exchange 
semester for college here. I 
want to teach because I like 
to explain complex things. 
My most favorite right now 
would be to teach English." 

But until he leaves, Krause 
will appreciate the school ex
perience many students take 
for granted. 

New at TCD tor Juniors and Seniors! Perfecting a craft 
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to design the future 
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to the next level of 
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By Helene Sankovitch 
Reporter 

Junior Elena Tubridy and senior 
Jeffrey Pierpoint are becoming well
rounded actors by performing in 
much more than just the school pro
ductions. 

"I've wanted to be an actress as 
long as I can remember, but I started 
doing it religiously when I was in 8th . 
grade, and have been in about 23 pro
ductions since," Tubridy said. 

'Hairspray,' at Elgin Community 
College, was one of Tubridy's favor
ite productions to be in. 

"I liked the set better than any other 
show I've done. It was really pretty,'' 
Tubridy said. 

Tubridy has sacrificed a lot of her 
social life in order to become success
ful with acting. 

"I got started by taking classes, 
then going on auditions, then look
ing at agencies, and going to camps 
and looking at colleges. I even spent 
part of my summer art program [at 
Northern Illinois University] where 
I majored in acting and stayed in a 
college dorm taking college acting," 
Tubridy said. 

Taking these classes was a great 
opportunity for Tubridy to get no
ticed by acting scouts. 

"I like died when a New York Uni
versity scout told me I should apply 
there because when I took her Shake
speare class, I apparently caught her 
eye," Tubridy said. 

For Tubridy, theater outside of 

school is just like school theater be
cause it requires hard work and is a 
lot of fun, but it's also very different. 

"The professional shows I've been 
involved in were super professional 
and intense. And getting paid to 
do what I love wasn't so bad either. 
Some outside shows even count for 
college credit," Tubridy said . . 

Acting takes up a lot of her social 
time, l)ut Tubridy doesn't seem to 
mind. 

"You kind of lose a social life, but 
you gain so much more," Tubridy 

said. 
When Pierpoint was encouraged 

by peers to start acting in produc
tions other than at school, he quickly 
jumped at the opportunity to per
form. 

"'Hairspray' and 'Into the Woods' 
were two of my favorite productions. 
'Into the Woods' was the All State 
show, so it was a huge honor to be 
in. We rehearsed once a month for 
roughly 36 hours a weekend. It's been 
a fantastic experience that showed me 
that theater is what I want to pursue 
in college," Pierpoint said. 

Pierpoint started acting at 3 years 
old, but realized his sophomore year 
that it was something he wanted to 
keep doing. 

"There's more of a time commit
ment, and there's a wider variety of 
kids. Acting outside of school makes 
it seem less like an activity and more 
like a job. It gives me a good idea of 
what I want to do with my future," 
Pierpoint said. 
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Down home cookin' 
By Amber Del Rio 
Reporter 

Chick-fJl-A is better than 
your average fast-food chain 
restaurant. 

This quick-service chicken 
restaurant is slowly making 
its way north. The first Chi
cagoland area Chick-fll-A 
opened in Aurora at 4435 
Fox Valley Dr. just outside 
Fox Valley Mall. 

The restaurant first opened 
in Greenbriar Mall in Atlan
ta, Ga. and has since grown 
into 1,500 locations in 38 
states and Washington D.C. 

Upon entering the restau
rant, I had a hard time de
ciding what meal I wanted 

More . 
than a 
fashion 
statement 

By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

What started as a .char
ity project in Texas is slowly 
becoming a country-wiqe 
business. TOMS shoes have 
spread across the country and 
are not only making a fashion 
statement, but also an impact 
on third-world countries. 

Originally known as Shoes 
for Tomorrow, the name 
changed to TOMS in order to 
fit on the label, according to 
www.toms.com. The project 
works so that for each pair of 
TOMS shoes purchased, an
other is donated to a child in 
an impoverished country. 

u [The shoes] are really 
cool and different and I love 
the whole mission behind 
them that when you buy a 
pair then the exact pair you 
buy is donated to a child in 
need," senior Maggie Tikka, 
who owns three pairs of 
TOMS, said. 

According to www. toms. 
com, "American traveler 
Blake Mycoskie from Arling
ton, Texas, befriended chil
dren in Argentina and found 
they had no shoes to protect 
their feet." 

So began TOMS and later 
in 2006, Mycoskie brought 
back 10,000 pairs of shoes. 

In 2006, TOMS sold 

to try. Customers can choose 
between a char grilled chick
en sandwich, chick-n-strips, 
a chicken deluxe sandwich, 
a chicken salad sandwich, 
chicken nuggets, or a spicy 
chicken deluxe sandwich. 
Each meal comes with a me
dium drink and waffie-shaped 
potato fries. 

After I paid $6.44 for my 
eight piece nugget meal, the 
cashier asked for my name for 
when my order was ready. 

I waited about a minute 
when a server called my 
name with my order. Instead 
of saying "you're welcome," 
workers say "my· pleasure." 

For being 8 p.m. on a Satur
day night, the restaurant was 

Photo by Alexis Hosticka 

Senior Maggie Tikka sports a 
pair of her TOMS shoes. 

through retailers mainly in 
the South, but recently, an 
increasing number of retail
ers in the Chicago area have 
begun to sell TOMS. Shoes 
are also available online at 
www. toms. com and prices on 
shoes range from $40 to $80 
a pair. 

A wide variety of styles are 
available, including wedding, 
glitter, and a large selection 
of casual shoes. 

"I wore gold sparkle TOMS 
to homecoming because I 
don't like buying a lot of 
shoes, and I can wear these 
again and it goes to a good 
cause, 11 Tikka said. 

Although they are more 
popular for girls, boys shoes 
are also available. There are 
also Vegan styles for the ani
mal lovers. For ·more infor
mation about the shoes, visit 
www. toms. com. 

still filled with families and in 
the drive thru as well. How
ever, the place was not over
crowded to the point where 
there were no tables to sit at. 

The chicken was really de
licious. It pulled apart easily 
and it was real white meat. 
The waffle fries were very ft.ll
ing and though they did not 
look like normal fries they 
tasted fresh out of the oven 
rather than straight from the 
freezer. 

The nuggets that I had and 
the char grilled chicken sand
wich that my friend ordered 
were not rubbery like some 
fast food restaurants. 

After finishing our food, we 
noticed the dessert menu that 

Photo by Amber Del Rio 
Chick-fil-A is a delicious· and different fast food joint fresh 
from the South. 
was on every table. Every
thing sounded tasty from the 
cheese cake to the milkshakes 
and brownies to the pies. 

We decided to order a slice 
of cheese cake for $2. It was 
good but it did not come with 
cherries on top like the pic-

ture showed. 
Overall, Chick-fil-A was 

well worth the 20-minute 
drive. 

Lucky for potential diners, 
Chick-fil-A recently opened 
a restaurant in Wheaton on 
Nov. 11. 

Endless options ing the small yet cozy shop. 
The sandwich was delicious 

and the bread was warm and 
soft. It tasted fresher than 
other chain sandwich shops 
and was not overstuffed with 
any one topping. 

By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

Which Wich? is a little dif
ferent than your typical sand
wich shop - and much better. 

The restaurant, which be
gan in Dallas, Texas, is begin
ning to move north and one 
of the newest locations, and 
the first in Illinois, is in Na
perville at 2728 W 75th St. 
. As customers enter, they 

can choose from a rack of 
paper bags divided by choice · 
of meat on the sandwich. 
Choices include turkey, ham, 
pork, beef, chicken, seafood, 
vegetarian, Italian, comforts 
(salads), classics (pre-selected 
such as a BLT), breakfast, or 
kidswich (a kids meal). 

On each bag is a list of all 
the items that you can have 

on your sandwich. Grab a 
red Sharpie and start filling 
in the circles. 

Categories include cheese, 
mustards, mayos, spreads 
and sauces, onions, veggies, 
and oils and spices. 

Between mustards, mayos, 
and spreads and sauces, there 
are 18 choices in addition to 
15 vegetable choices. 

I chose a turkey sandwich 
on white bread with ched
dar cheese, regular mayo, 
caramelized onions, lettuce, 
mushroom, and avocado. 

After handing my order 
to the cashier, I paid $6.72 
and had my sandwich in my 
hands in a minute and a half. 

The shop was not very 
crowded Ot:l a Saturday after
noon, and it was easy to find 
a table among eight or so fill-

One major downfall of 
Which Wich? is the p~ice. In 
general, sandwiches range 
from $6 to $8, and a few 
of the toppings incur a $1 
charge, such as bacon, extra 
cheese or meat, or avocado. 
There is also only one sand
wich size available - a six 
inch. Which, for me, is fine. 
But for anyone who always 
buys a $5 footlong sub at 
Subway, you might want two, 
which means spending two to 
three times as much money. 

Interested in grabbing a 
'wich? Check out the website 
at www.whichwich.com first 
and sign up for the e-mail list 
to get coupons for free food. 

Taking over radio stations 
By Katie Sladek real life and how I can sing to 
Reporter it," Yackey said. 

Artists such as Keith Ur-
ban, Kenny Chesney, and 
Taylor Swift have taken over 
iPods of some students. 

Senior Jeff Foreman, who 
enjoys listening to coun
try artists such as Kenny 
Chesney, Taylor Swift and 
Dierks Bentley, has been lis
tening to country music his 
whole life. 

"[Country music] is a little 
more popular, but I'd like to 
see it even more popular," 
Foreman said. 

Sophomore Katie Yackey 
has a similar opinion. 

"I like how it connects to 

Photo courtesy of Kate Williams 

Senior Kate Williams enjoys 
the Country Thunder concert. 

Over the summer, senior 
Kate Williams went to Coun
try Thunder in Twin Lakes, 
Wis. 

A few of the performances 
were Kenny Chesney, Sugar
land, and Miranda Lambert. 

"My favorite part about 
Country Thunder is how 
friendly the people are. It 
feels like everyone's your 
neighbor." Williams said. 

Williams said she likes how 
country music tells a story. 

"I like country music be
cause I can easily relate it to 
my life and it is a more honest 
portrayal of people and their 
real lives," Williams said. 
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---"--------- Season Warm-Ups 

Working hard from Replacin-g a legend 
Start Q f the SeaS Q fl By Megan Hernbroth who is a returning all-confer- season than we have in pre-

By Keyuri Parmar 
Perspectives Editor 

The girls played their open
ing game against Nazareth 
Academy, winning 60-33 on 
Tuesday at home. 

Tuesday nights' game was 
close until the third quar
ter, when the Wildcats came 
back strong and destroyed 
Nazareth. 

For it being the first game, 
the girls were satisfied with 
the way they played. 

"We played good, [we're] 
a little shaky but we picked it 
up and it's all you can ask for 
the first game," senior Mary 
Connolly said. 

The girls know what they 
need to work on after seeing 
how they work together 

"We did well but still need 

all last year was a rebuilding 
year for many schools," Wall
ner said. 

The team has many 
strengths because of the 
many experienced athletes 
on the team. 

"Our strength will be a 
push team concept and to get 
everyone to understand their 
role," Wallner said. 

In the DVC the hardest 
team to beat will be Whea
ton North because they have 
many good players such as 
Fantasia Vine, Lauren Gra
ham, and Sydney Sharkey, 
according to senior Taylor 
Ballek. 

"All the girls strive to reach 
their goals on a daily basis. 
Our motto this year is strength 
in numbers; this is one of the 
largest groups of seniors I've 

Edttor in Chief ence wrestler. We also have vious years." 

Replacing the sole state 
qualifying wrestler is on the 
boys wrestling team's to-do 
list for the upcoming season. 

"[Jon White] 'graduating 
really hurt us/' head varsity 
coach Humberto Ayala said. 
"He was our lone state quali
fier and we will miss his se
nior leadership. I hope a lot 
of the underclassmen took 
him as an example, especially 
with his tough work ethic." 

Wrestlers looking to fill 
White's shoes include sopho
more Robert Svestka, fresh
man brother Tyler Svestka, 
and senior Robert Guillen. 

"Hopefully Robert Guil
len will do well," Ayala said, 
"but right now he is pretty 
banged up, but once he gets 
healthy he'll be a contender. 
We also have Robert Svestka, 

his younger brother Tyler During preseason, how
wrestling this year, and he's ever, Short recognized the 
looking pretty tough." strong potential in some of 

Saturday, the team will host the underclassmen. 
a Blue· White Wrestle-off, ''We have a lot of light
a scrimmage preparing the er weight guys this year," 
wrestlers for the upcoming Short said, "so we should 
match against Lincoln Way have a strong JV and fresh
East and Glenbard South. man team. Those guys are 

"Some of our big matches really busting their butts. 
this season will be against Some of them have eight 
Wheaton North because we or nine years of experience 
match up well," Ayala said, coming into the program." 
"Anyone in conference will As far as personal goals 
be tough this year. H go, Short is hoping to drop 

Practices preparing the ath- weight and improve his re
letes for the season opener cord. 
will focus mostly on tech- "I want to place in the 
nique, whereas preseason top three of DVC and not 
workouts focused mainly on get pinned all year. Last 
conditioning. year my record was 6-18 for 

"Preseason was a lot of varsity and 10-2 on JV. This 
. conditioning," senior Jesse year I want to average more 
Short said. "We've also done wins than losses in varsity," 
a lot more lifting in the pre- Short said. 

to improve on defense and 
come out and be ready," ju
nior Allie Tapanes said. 

had graduate from my pro- '--------------------------------"""' 

According to senior Guoste 
Kislieliute, tryouts for varsity 
on Nov. 1 went well; the girls · 
were prepared and had good 
intensity. 

They've been ready to work 
hard from day one. 

"It's their time to play to
gether on varsity to see what 
they can accomplish with sev
en seniors leading the way," 
varsity coach Kim Wallner 
said. 

The Wildcats have experi
enced players on varsity that 
have been with Wallner since 
the feeder program in sixth 
grade. 

"The competition in DVC 
is better than last 

gram," Wallner said. 
During the off-season the 

girls worked on their re
bounding on offense and de
fense and transition skills. 

Their goals are to push the 
ball and score transition bas
kets and get everyone to un
derstand their role. 

"The Blue and White scrim
mage was just to get their feet 
wet and so Tuesdays' game 
wouldn't seem like their first 
official game," Wallner said. 

The girls plan on making 
it through regionals this year 
after missing the chance last 
year. 

They will play in the 
Thanksgiving tournament at 
Lyons Townsl\ip from Friday 
to Nov. 27. 

Photo by Amber Del Rio 
Junior Allie Tapanes goes up for a shot at the Blue and 
White scrimmage on Nov. 12. 

Cavalier Classic offers first 
challenge to a young team 

By Liz Ramos 
Reporter 

Practicing hard and work
ing on the challenges of be
ing a young team are helping 
the boys basketball team pre
pare for their ftrst game in the 
Cavalier Classic. 

The frrst game is against 
LaSalle-Peru on Nov. 26. The 
boys will also face Catham, 
and Dunlap as the tourna~ 

ment runs through Nov. 27. 
"I expect us to win. I al

ways expect us to win," Bal
dus said. 

Baldus will scout a LaSal
le-Peru game before the team 
plays to see what they will be 
going up against. 

"[LaSalle-Peru] has a new 
head coach so their offensive 
system will be different so I 
can't go get a tape from last 
year and plan for them," Bal
dus said. "I think if we play 
well and take care of our 
business then the game will 
be in our favor." 

Players think they will have 
a great season. 

"We have a ton of young 
players. I think if we play 
together we'll definitely com
pete in every game," junior 
Justin Mundt said . "We're 
really close. There are strong 
friendships This is a fun 
group to play with." 

Optimism is something ju-

nior Josh Gimre and Mundt 
have in common. 

"We're defmitely going to 
come out and play hard. Our 
first DVC game is at home 
and hopefully we'll have an 
excited crowd and look to 
get a win. We're not going to 
hold anything back," Gimre 
said. 

According to senior Matt 
Zajac, competition between 
players will show when they 
play. 

"I think we're go.ing to stay 
competitive because we're all 
fighting for the same spots. 
I think the competitiveness 
will show on the court," Za
jac said. 

Because the team has so 
many young players they'll 
have to work hard to play at 
a higher level. 

"We're going to be very 
young and inexperienced. 
Our biggest challenge is to 
learn and play at the varsity 
level. It's a big challenge to 
come from a sophomore level 
and play on varsity as a ju
nior," Baldus said. "We will 
be a different team at the end 
of the season than we are at 
the beginning of the season." 

Mun4t is the only return
ing starter. 

''We've turned over our 
entire starting line-up except 
Justin. If you watched us last 
yea.r you will not recognize 

this year's team from last sea
son," Baldus said. 

The desire to win has 
Mundt ready to do anything 
for the team. 

"[I'in going to] help the 
team get better. Anything I 
have to do: defense, scoring, 
anything to win," Mundt 
said. "[Being the only return
ing starter] is an opportunity. 
It was a little bit of a struggle 
last year and I hope to take 
my experience and help out 
in any way possible." 

Differences between the 
level of play is known by the 
younger players. 

"I think we're a young 
team. We have very few re
turning seniors. We just have 
to know it's a whole new level 
of competition. Nothing's go
ing to be easy," Gimre said. 

Being one of the lone se
niors on the team is an op
portunity for Zajac. 

"I think I need to step up 
and take leadership," Zajac 
said. 

The biggest rivalries this 
year are Glenba~d North and 
Wheaton North. 

HI like the competition 
levels with all the teams," 
Baldus said. "[The team will 
do] a lot of preparation, have 
a winning mindset, have he 
willingness it tc1kes to com
pete, and ultimately win ~he 
games." 

... 
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Photo by early Tubridy 
Junior Payton Bayless digs the ball at the match against St. 
Charles East on Nov. 2. 

Successful season 

ends at sectionals 
By Yasmyn McGee 
Features Editor 

From DVC champs to re
gional champs, girls volley
ball ended the season with 
the best record they've had in 
31 years; 30-8. 

At sectionals Nov. 2 the 
Wildcats lost to St.. Charles 
East 30-28 and 25-18, closing 
the season. 

"We just did not play our 
best. It was disappointing to 
end it not having the team 
perform their best," coach 
Kris Hasty said. 

Outside player junior Julia 
Conard agreed but appreci
ated the heartfelt support. 

"It was a really hard loss but 
we had an amazing crowd; 
we're grateful for that," Co
nard said. 

Despite this loss, Hasty de
scribed the year as "unbeliev
able." 

"What a great year. We 
set goals that we would ad
vance as far as we did and we 
[achieved] them," Hasty said. 
"But the team really wanted 
it. They made commitments 
[to train] over the summer 
with club and camp and they 

knew they had a good shot 
[in going far]. They got along 
on and off the court and had 
commitment and dedica
tion." 

Conard was glad of the 
team's efforts in exceeding 
their goals. 

"I was really proud of all 
the girls and coaches and 
what we accomplished [this 
year]. We all should feel 
proud of ourselves," Conard 
said. 

The hard work paid off, 
earning them the title of not 
only DVC champs but re
gional champs. 

"It was a great match with 
St. Charles North, lots of 
back and forth. We won 25-
23 and what a way to win. It 
was a hard fought match," 
Hasty said. 

Hasty looks forward to 
building from this year's suc
cess into next year's season. 

"We've been in a position 
as a winner and are respect
ed. [Next year we] need to ftll 
spots for varsity and carry up
beat momentum into off-sea
son with club and camp. We 
need to start gelling as early 
as summer," Hasty said. 
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Going the distance 
By Helene Sankovitch 
Reporter 

The boys and girls cross 
country season wrapped up 
with senior Gunnar Sterne 
competing at state. 

Boys 
At the state meet in Peoria 

on Oct. 30, Sterne came in 
33rd place ou.t of 210 with a 
time of 14:54 for the three
mile course. 

"Overall, I was happy with 
my time and my place. This 
year's competition was a lot 
better than previous years be
cause I would've been in the 
top 20 with my same time in 
last year's state meet," Sterne 
said·. 

Boys cross country had 
some disappointments along 
the way, but an overall great 
season, according to coach 
Paul McLeland. 

"Some of the meets were 
the bestwe ever did. I thought 
we were going to be okay [as a 
team]. but we did better than 
my expectations," McLeland 
said. 

Senior Derrik Pietrobon 
competed in sectionals and 
had a personal best. 

"I didn't do as well as I ex
pected, but I ran a personal 
best by 14 seconds. Person
ally I did well but my overall 
goal wasn't achieved," Pietro
bon said. 

Girls 
' Girls cross country coach 

Bob Maxson is proud of the 
team, although there were 
some surprises throughout 
the season. 

"We were in a very difficult 
regional. Essentially, all the 
girls ran the best race of their 
whole lives at regionals and 

. DVC," Maxson said. 
"I was surprised our best 

runner from last year was in
jured all year, [out] the girls 
ran faster as a team this year 
than they did last year. Our 
top girls didn't run as well as 
our top girls last year," Max
son said. 

As for next year, the girls 
are worried about losing their 
top runners, but determined 
to run faster. 

"We're hoping to do just 
as well as we did this year. 
We're losing two of our top 
girls, but I'm hoping we can 
do better than this year," ju
nior Diana Serio said. 

Photo courtesy of Gunnar Sterne 
Senior Gunnar Sterne placed 33rd at sectionals on Nov. 2. 
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Uphill 
battleJin 
final game 
By Sarah Berger 
Center Spread Editor 

After a successful sea
son, the varsity boys soc
cer team managed to hold 
their own in the DVC, 
placing fifth with a · 2-3-2 
record, as well as an over
all record of 7-9-6. 

The boys played hard at 
the regional game against 
Naperville North on Oct. 
23, but not enough to win 
the game, they lost 2-1. 

"Our team's perfor
mance was much improved 
in the second half ·com
pared to the first. Unfortu
nately, we gave up a goal 
in the first two minutes of 
the game which made the 
game an uphill battle from 
the start," coach Steve 
Brugmann said. 

The boys put up a fight, 
but soccer is a difficult 
game to win. 

"I felt that we should 
have won. We had so many 
opportunities to score. The 
other team only had about 
two to three opportuni
ties to score, but they took 
those opportunities to put 
them in [to score a goal]. 
That's how soccer is; all 
that counts is the teal)l that 
scores the most goals, even 
though you may be domi
nating the whole game," 
senior Aldair Vega said. 

Despite losing the re
gional game, the boys are 
still proud of their achieve
ments. 

"The season definitely 
went extremely well, we 
had more of a connection 
than past years," senior 
captain Adrian Porcayo 
said. 

Seniors will be missed as off-season starts 
By Amber Del Rio 
Reporter 

The football team wrapped 
up their season with a final 
record of 1-8 as seniors hung 
up the jerseys of their high 
school career. 

The boys lost to Naperville 
North 31-14 on Oct. 22. 

"We didn't play nearly 
as well as we expected. We 
didn't reach our potential," 
senior quarterback Evan Ber
nard said. 

Wildcat touchdowns were 
scored by Bernard and senior 
wide receiver Sean Paler. 

Despite a tough season, .. 

head varsity coach Paul 
Reinke saw improvements 
throughout the year. 

"Strength-wise and speed
wise, we took a step forward. 
Offensively and defensively 
we did a lot better than we 
did in the 2009 season," Re
inke said. 

Though the season ended 
unsuccessfully, senior ath
letes will miss playing for the 
school. 

"It's sad knowing that 
that's the last time you're go
ing to be in that environment 
with all your best friends," 
Bernard said. 

Not only will the seniors 

miss the football program, 
but coaches and athletes still 
in the program will miss the 
seniors as well. 

"The senior class will be 
hard to replace. They're an 
enjoyable group of kids to be 
around and coach. They will 
be missed," Reinke said. 

Returning athletes will be
gin their off-season workouts 
for next season after Thanks
giving. Workouts will include 
lifting and other strength
building exercises. 

The returning athletes will 
not begin to work with the 
football until the coming 
spring. 

Photo by Amber Del Rio 
Senior Evan Bernard dishes the ball to senior Brad Wilson 
against Naperville North on Oct. 22. Seniors were sad to be 
playing their fiMI game. 

Wildcat Chronicle 

trong defense kf!Y 
By Carly Tubridy 
Sports Ednor 

Despite starting the sea
son Viith injuries the Whea
ton West Wild hockey team 
dominates the league with a 
record of 5-2. 

"We've fmally got a full 
bench. The third and fourth 
lines really make a differ
ence," varsity coach Dave 
Dyson said. 

On Nov. 7 the boys strug
gled against the Andrew Bolts 
and lost 6-4. 

"(We played] awful. We 
didn't come out strong," se
nior Nick Shurba said. 

The boys couldn't get ahead 
and had to keep playing catch 
up. Despite that game, Dyson 

is pleased with how the boys 
are playing this season. 

"We're playing extraordi
nary team defense," Dyson 
said. 

Senior Jon Gilbertson 
stands out as a key player. 

"Jon Gilbertson is a phe
nomenal defenseman," Dy-
son said. ~ 

Gilbertson received all
state last year as a junior. 

Along with great defense, 
sophomore goalie Kyle Niel
son is top in the league with 
three shutouts. Competition 
Within the league is intense. 

"Wheaton Warrenville 
South, Glenbard, and Lyons 
Township are good competi
tion. We have very spirited 
games with them," Dyson 

Online voters honor 

Conard with award 
By Liz Ramos 
Reporter 

Years of volleyball training, 
dedication, and hard work 
has resulted in Athletics 2000 
awarding junior Julia Conard 
athlete of the month. 

"[Athletic director 
Doug] Mullaney was 
the ftrst to know and he 
came up to me to con
gratulate me and I didn't 
even know. I was just 
really surprised," 
Conard said. 

Conard 
thought a 
girl from 
Bennett 
Academy 
would 
h ave 
w o n 
athlete of 
the month, 
which is se-
lected through 
online voting on 
www.athletics2000. 
com. 
. "There are a cou

ple girls from Ben
nett Academy that 
were ahead of me 
in the polls," Conard 
said. 

Conard has 
worked hard 
the season. 

"I'm really grateful for it." 
Conard believes next sea

son will go well. 
"Next year should be an

other good season. We have 
a lot more confidence in our
selves. I think more students 

will come to our games," 
Conard said. "[The 

awar!f] is a confi
dence booster [for 
next year]." 

Conard started 
playing volleyball 

when she was in 
fifth grade. 

"My old
er sister 
played 
when 
I was 

younger. 
I kind 
of went 
with it," 
Conard 
s aid . 
" I ' v e 

b e e n 
playing 
club for 
five or six 
years." 
Conard 

enjoys volley
ball because 

of the energy. 
"I like the 

energy on 
the court. 

"I think I have 
worked hard for 
a really long time 
and I'm glad for 
the recognition 
and there's a ' lot 
of great competi
tion," Conard said. 

"There's 
never really a 
dull moment. 
Sometimes 
smacking the 
ball down feels 
·really · good," 

Photo by early Tubridy Conard said. 
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said. 
· Outside of the league Rock
ford is a state powerhouse, 
winning multiple champion
ships in previous years. 

"That's a team you have to 
work hard against. Hopefully 
we get that chance at the end 
of the year," Dyson said. 

The team is a co-op of 
Wheaton North, Wheaton 
Academy, and West Chica
go. 

Dyson has faith in his team 
and believes the team will go 
far this year. 

"With the caliber of talent, 
the expectation is a league 
championship," Dyson said. 

With hard work Dy
son would like to see a state 
championship as well. 

"We have the pieces to 
work towards [state]." Dyson 
said. 

A lot of the boys show 

leadership skills and Dy
son likes to let the captains 
pick themselves by seeing 
who steps up. 

"We're loaded with good 
leadership. That's one 
thing we're not lacking," 
Dyson said. 

One thing they are lack
ing, however, is support 
from students. 

"There are a lot of mis
conceptions about high 
school hockey. I encour
age everyone to come and 
check out a game. We 
love seeing students at the 
games. It really increases 
the energy on the ice," Dy
son said. 

The next game is against 
JCA Minooka at 6 p.m. at 
International Ice Center 
in Romeoville on Sunday. 
Center Ice of DuPage 
the team's home rink. 
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Sports beyond high school 
By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

Six seniors will further ' 
their sports careers at Divi
sion I colleges. 

Mary Connolly signed to 
DePaul for softball; Kelly 
Dunn signed to the Univer
sity of Nebraska in Lincoln 
for swimming; Keegan John
son signed to Baylor Univer
sity for cheerleading; Emily 
Paschke signed to Northern 
Illinois University for volley
ball; Meagan Radloff signed 
to Eastern Illinois University 
for soccer; and Dane Sauer 
also signed to Eastern Illinois 
University for baseball. They 
signed Nov. 10. 

Connolly committed to 
DePaul with a full ride. 

"In seventh grade I had the 
idea that I wanted to keep go
ing with it and pursue it [in 
college]." Connolly said. 

Connolly is thankful for 
her opportunity. 

"You can only be grateful 
to be given that opportunity 

to go to a great school with a 
full ride," Connolly said. 

Th(;! University of Ne
braska offered Dunn a 36 
percent scholarship for swim
ming, and she is also eligible 
for an academic scholarship 
that could bump it up to 75 
percent. Dunn immediately 
knew where her future would 
start. 

"When I got offered [the 
scholarship]. I knew right 
then and there that's where I 
wanted to be," Dunn said. 

Johnson received a partial 
scholarship to Baylor for com
petitive cheerleading. She did 
gymnastics, but started cheer
leading as a freshman. 

"I have been dreaming to 
go to a Division I school ever 
since elementary school, but 
I always thought I would be 
signing to do gymnastics, not 
cheerleading," Johnson said. 

Johnson is proud of herself 
and of the squad. 

"[They] helped me get 
where I am today," Johnson 
said. 

Paschke received a full 
tuition to Northern for vol
leyball. She has been play
ing since middle school, and 
started club freshman year. 

"When I started playing 
club, I knew if I put in hard 
effort I could go to a good 
school like this," Paschke 
said, "! was really excited 
and proud of the work I put 
into this. I'm looking forward 
to !JlY experience." 

Radloff has been playing 
soccer since kindergarten. 

"After talking with ihe 
coach [at Eastern], I was so 
happy when she offered me 
a scholarship. I'm just so ex
cited to finally be going to 
college," Radloff said. 
. Sauer was offered a 50 per
cent scholarship .for baseball 
at Eastern. 

"I'm excited to further my 
baseball career in college," 
Sauer said. "[For students 
planning on going to a Divi
sion 1 school],justtry and get 
recognized, and never give up 
on your dreams." 

.......... -....,...,.... .---..----. 

Photo by Kristiflll Manibo 
Celebrating signing with D1 !Schools a~ (from left) seniors Keegan Johnson, \l:'eaganl'!adl-
ofl, Kelly Dunn, Mary Connolly, Emily Paschke, and Dane Sauer. · 
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Photo by early Tubridy 
Junior Payton Bayless digs the ball at the match against St. 
Charles East on Nov. 2. 

Successful season 

ends at sectionals 
By Yasmyn McGee 
Features Editor 

From DVC champs to re
gional champs, girls volley
ball ended the season with 
the best record they've had in 
31 years; 30-8. 

At sectionals Nov. 2 the 
Wildcats lost to St.. Charles 
East 30-28 and 25-18, closing 
the season. 

"We just did not play our 
best. It was disappointing to 
end it not having the team 
perform their best," coach 
Kris Hasty said. 

Outside player junior Julia 
Conard agreed but appreci
ated the heartfelt support. 

"It was a really hard loss but 
we had an amazing crowd; 
we're grateful for that," Co
nard said. 

Despite this loss, Hasty de
scribed the year as "unbeliev
able." 

"What a great year. We 
set goals that we would ad
vance as far as we did and we 
[achieved] them," Hasty said. 
"But the team really wanted 
it. They made commitments 
[to train] over the summer 
with club and camp and they 

knew they had a good shot 
[in going far]. They got along 
on and off the court and had 
commitment and dedica
tion." 

Conard was glad of the 
team's efforts in exceeding 
their goals. 

"I was really proud of all 
the girls and coaches and 
what we accomplished [this 
year]. We all should feel 
proud of ourselves," Conard 
said. 

The hard work paid off, 
earning them the title of not 
only DVC champs but re
gional champs. 

"It was a great match with 
St. Charles North, lots of 
back and forth. We won 25-
23 and what a way to win. It 
was a hard fought match," 
Hasty said. 

Hasty looks forward to 
building from this year's suc
cess into next year's season. 

"We've been in a position 
as a winner and are respect
ed. [Next year we] need to ftll 
spots for varsity and carry up
beat momentum into off-sea
son with club and camp. We 
need to start gelling as early 
as summer," Hasty said. 
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Going the distance 
By Helene Sankovitch 
Reporter 

The boys and girls cross 
country season wrapped up 
with senior Gunnar Sterne 
competing at state. 

Boys 
At the state meet in Peoria 

on Oct. 30, Sterne came in 
33rd place ou.t of 210 with a 
time of 14:54 for the three
mile course. 

"Overall, I was happy with 
my time and my place. This 
year's competition was a lot 
better than previous years be
cause I would've been in the 
top 20 with my same time in 
last year's state meet," Sterne 
said·. 

Boys cross country had 
some disappointments along 
the way, but an overall great 
season, according to coach 
Paul McLeland. 

"Some of the meets were 
the bestwe ever did. I thought 
we were going to be okay [as a 
team]. but we did better than 
my expectations," McLeland 
said. 

Senior Derrik Pietrobon 
competed in sectionals and 
had a personal best. 

"I didn't do as well as I ex
pected, but I ran a personal 
best by 14 seconds. Person
ally I did well but my overall 
goal wasn't achieved," Pietro
bon said. 

Girls 
' Girls cross country coach 

Bob Maxson is proud of the 
team, although there were 
some surprises throughout 
the season. 

"We were in a very difficult 
regional. Essentially, all the 
girls ran the best race of their 
whole lives at regionals and 

. DVC," Maxson said. 
"I was surprised our best 

runner from last year was in
jured all year, [out] the girls 
ran faster as a team this year 
than they did last year. Our 
top girls didn't run as well as 
our top girls last year," Max
son said. 

As for next year, the girls 
are worried about losing their 
top runners, but determined 
to run faster. 

"We're hoping to do just 
as well as we did this year. 
We're losing two of our top 
girls, but I'm hoping we can 
do better than this year," ju
nior Diana Serio said. 

Photo courtesy of Gunnar Sterne 
Senior Gunnar Sterne placed 33rd at sectionals on Nov. 2. 
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Uphill 
battleJin 
final game 
By Sarah Berger 
Center Spread Editor 

After a successful sea
son, the varsity boys soc
cer team managed to hold 
their own in the DVC, 
placing fifth with a · 2-3-2 
record, as well as an over
all record of 7-9-6. 

The boys played hard at 
the regional game against 
Naperville North on Oct. 
23, but not enough to win 
the game, they lost 2-1. 

"Our team's perfor
mance was much improved 
in the second half ·com
pared to the first. Unfortu
nately, we gave up a goal 
in the first two minutes of 
the game which made the 
game an uphill battle from 
the start," coach Steve 
Brugmann said. 

The boys put up a fight, 
but soccer is a difficult 
game to win. 

"I felt that we should 
have won. We had so many 
opportunities to score. The 
other team only had about 
two to three opportuni
ties to score, but they took 
those opportunities to put 
them in [to score a goal]. 
That's how soccer is; all 
that counts is the teal)l that 
scores the most goals, even 
though you may be domi
nating the whole game," 
senior Aldair Vega said. 

Despite losing the re
gional game, the boys are 
still proud of their achieve
ments. 

"The season definitely 
went extremely well, we 
had more of a connection 
than past years," senior 
captain Adrian Porcayo 
said. 

Seniors will be missed as off-season starts 
By Amber Del Rio 
Reporter 

The football team wrapped 
up their season with a final 
record of 1-8 as seniors hung 
up the jerseys of their high 
school career. 

The boys lost to Naperville 
North 31-14 on Oct. 22. 

"We didn't play nearly 
as well as we expected. We 
didn't reach our potential," 
senior quarterback Evan Ber
nard said. 

Wildcat touchdowns were 
scored by Bernard and senior 
wide receiver Sean Paler. 

Despite a tough season, .. 

head varsity coach Paul 
Reinke saw improvements 
throughout the year. 

"Strength-wise and speed
wise, we took a step forward. 
Offensively and defensively 
we did a lot better than we 
did in the 2009 season," Re
inke said. 

Though the season ended 
unsuccessfully, senior ath
letes will miss playing for the 
school. 

"It's sad knowing that 
that's the last time you're go
ing to be in that environment 
with all your best friends," 
Bernard said. 

Not only will the seniors 

miss the football program, 
but coaches and athletes still 
in the program will miss the 
seniors as well. 

"The senior class will be 
hard to replace. They're an 
enjoyable group of kids to be 
around and coach. They will 
be missed," Reinke said. 

Returning athletes will be
gin their off-season workouts 
for next season after Thanks
giving. Workouts will include 
lifting and other strength
building exercises. 

The returning athletes will 
not begin to work with the 
football until the coming 
spring. 

Photo by Amber Del Rio 
Senior Evan Bernard dishes the ball to senior Brad Wilson 
against Naperville North on Oct. 22. Seniors were sad to be 
playing their fiMI game. 
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trong defense kf!Y 
By Carly Tubridy 
Sports Ednor 

Despite starting the sea
son Viith injuries the Whea
ton West Wild hockey team 
dominates the league with a 
record of 5-2. 

"We've fmally got a full 
bench. The third and fourth 
lines really make a differ
ence," varsity coach Dave 
Dyson said. 

On Nov. 7 the boys strug
gled against the Andrew Bolts 
and lost 6-4. 

"(We played] awful. We 
didn't come out strong," se
nior Nick Shurba said. 

The boys couldn't get ahead 
and had to keep playing catch 
up. Despite that game, Dyson 

is pleased with how the boys 
are playing this season. 

"We're playing extraordi
nary team defense," Dyson 
said. 

Senior Jon Gilbertson 
stands out as a key player. 

"Jon Gilbertson is a phe
nomenal defenseman," Dy-
son said. ~ 

Gilbertson received all
state last year as a junior. 

Along with great defense, 
sophomore goalie Kyle Niel
son is top in the league with 
three shutouts. Competition 
Within the league is intense. 

"Wheaton Warrenville 
South, Glenbard, and Lyons 
Township are good competi
tion. We have very spirited 
games with them," Dyson 

Online voters honor 

Conard with award 
By Liz Ramos 
Reporter 

Years of volleyball training, 
dedication, and hard work 
has resulted in Athletics 2000 
awarding junior Julia Conard 
athlete of the month. 

"[Athletic director 
Doug] Mullaney was 
the ftrst to know and he 
came up to me to con
gratulate me and I didn't 
even know. I was just 
really surprised," 
Conard said. 

Conard 
thought a 
girl from 
Bennett 
Academy 
would 
h ave 
w o n 
athlete of 
the month, 
which is se-
lected through 
online voting on 
www.athletics2000. 
com. 
. "There are a cou

ple girls from Ben
nett Academy that 
were ahead of me 
in the polls," Conard 
said. 

Conard has 
worked hard 
the season. 

"I'm really grateful for it." 
Conard believes next sea

son will go well. 
"Next year should be an

other good season. We have 
a lot more confidence in our
selves. I think more students 

will come to our games," 
Conard said. "[The 

awar!f] is a confi
dence booster [for 
next year]." 

Conard started 
playing volleyball 

when she was in 
fifth grade. 

"My old
er sister 
played 
when 
I was 

younger. 
I kind 
of went 
with it," 
Conard 
s aid . 
" I ' v e 

b e e n 
playing 
club for 
five or six 
years." 
Conard 

enjoys volley
ball because 

of the energy. 
"I like the 

energy on 
the court. 

"I think I have 
worked hard for 
a really long time 
and I'm glad for 
the recognition 
and there's a ' lot 
of great competi
tion," Conard said. 

"There's 
never really a 
dull moment. 
Sometimes 
smacking the 
ball down feels 
·really · good," 

Photo by early Tubridy Conard said. 
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said. 
· Outside of the league Rock
ford is a state powerhouse, 
winning multiple champion
ships in previous years. 

"That's a team you have to 
work hard against. Hopefully 
we get that chance at the end 
of the year," Dyson said. 

The team is a co-op of 
Wheaton North, Wheaton 
Academy, and West Chica
go. 

Dyson has faith in his team 
and believes the team will go 
far this year. 

"With the caliber of talent, 
the expectation is a league 
championship," Dyson said. 

With hard work Dy
son would like to see a state 
championship as well. 

"We have the pieces to 
work towards [state]." Dyson 
said. 

A lot of the boys show 

leadership skills and Dy
son likes to let the captains 
pick themselves by seeing 
who steps up. 

"We're loaded with good 
leadership. That's one 
thing we're not lacking," 
Dyson said. 

One thing they are lack
ing, however, is support 
from students. 

"There are a lot of mis
conceptions about high 
school hockey. I encour
age everyone to come and 
check out a game. We 
love seeing students at the 
games. It really increases 
the energy on the ice," Dy
son said. 

The next game is against 
JCA Minooka at 6 p.m. at 
International Ice Center 
in Romeoville on Sunday. 
Center Ice of DuPage 
the team's home rink. 
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Sports beyond high school 
By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

Six seniors will further ' 
their sports careers at Divi
sion I colleges. 

Mary Connolly signed to 
DePaul for softball; Kelly 
Dunn signed to the Univer
sity of Nebraska in Lincoln 
for swimming; Keegan John
son signed to Baylor Univer
sity for cheerleading; Emily 
Paschke signed to Northern 
Illinois University for volley
ball; Meagan Radloff signed 
to Eastern Illinois University 
for soccer; and Dane Sauer 
also signed to Eastern Illinois 
University for baseball. They 
signed Nov. 10. 

Connolly committed to 
DePaul with a full ride. 

"In seventh grade I had the 
idea that I wanted to keep go
ing with it and pursue it [in 
college]." Connolly said. 

Connolly is thankful for 
her opportunity. 

"You can only be grateful 
to be given that opportunity 

to go to a great school with a 
full ride," Connolly said. 

Th(;! University of Ne
braska offered Dunn a 36 
percent scholarship for swim
ming, and she is also eligible 
for an academic scholarship 
that could bump it up to 75 
percent. Dunn immediately 
knew where her future would 
start. 

"When I got offered [the 
scholarship]. I knew right 
then and there that's where I 
wanted to be," Dunn said. 

Johnson received a partial 
scholarship to Baylor for com
petitive cheerleading. She did 
gymnastics, but started cheer
leading as a freshman. 

"I have been dreaming to 
go to a Division I school ever 
since elementary school, but 
I always thought I would be 
signing to do gymnastics, not 
cheerleading," Johnson said. 

Johnson is proud of herself 
and of the squad. 

"[They] helped me get 
where I am today," Johnson 
said. 

Paschke received a full 
tuition to Northern for vol
leyball. She has been play
ing since middle school, and 
started club freshman year. 

"When I started playing 
club, I knew if I put in hard 
effort I could go to a good 
school like this," Paschke 
said, "! was really excited 
and proud of the work I put 
into this. I'm looking forward 
to !JlY experience." 

Radloff has been playing 
soccer since kindergarten. 

"After talking with ihe 
coach [at Eastern], I was so 
happy when she offered me 
a scholarship. I'm just so ex
cited to finally be going to 
college," Radloff said. 
. Sauer was offered a 50 per
cent scholarship .for baseball 
at Eastern. 

"I'm excited to further my 
baseball career in college," 
Sauer said. "[For students 
planning on going to a Divi
sion 1 school],justtry and get 
recognized, and never give up 
on your dreams." 

.......... -....,...,.... .---..----. 

Photo by Kristiflll Manibo 
Celebrating signing with D1 !Schools a~ (from left) seniors Keegan Johnson, \l:'eaganl'!adl-
ofl, Kelly Dunn, Mary Connolly, Emily Paschke, and Dane Sauer. · 
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3 ~~)seconds before the block 

By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

After months of practice 
and training, it can all come 
down to a few minutes, or 
seconds, of racing. For 
swimmers, the 30 seconds 
before they hit the water 
are full of emotions, 
thoughts, and one goal: 
to win the race. 

"Usually I visual
ize my race and think 
about what I've prac
ticed," senior captain 
Kelly Dunn said. "I 
say a quick prayer 
before I start, 
and I'm t4inking 
about calming 
myself down; # 

giving myself a l1. 
pep talk." !J· 

For many of t h e 
other swimmers, t h o s e 
30 seconds are nerve-wrack
ing. 

"I get really nervous and I 
try not to psych myself out 
and think about what [head 
coach Nick Parry] has told 
me," sophomore Yvette Kruk 
said. "[Nick's] normally 
jumping and down 
o· n 

4 

I 
/ ties, there is one long whis-

'J j/,f scream-1' ing." 
) Parry 

may not be 
racing, but 

he still feels 
the pressure 

of each race, and 
tries to help the 
swimmers through 
each one. 
"The official 

blows the whistle five 
short times," Parry said, go

ing through the procedures. 
"That's when I'm thinking, 
'Are they where they're sup
posed to be? No caps ripped, 
no goggles have bro-
ken.'" 

A f t e r 
t h o s e 
w his ·/ ' 

r 

tle and the girls climb onto 
the starting blocks. 

"At that point I'm looking 
at who they're swimming 
against, and it's totally non
objective, I'm just thinking, 
'oh, she looks good' 0r what
ever and then I'll look at the 
heat sheet and see who they're • 
swimming against, if I recog
nize any of the names. 

"Once they're off the block, 
it's out of my hands. I'll just 
yell out one specific thing at 
them to help, but then I'm a 
cheerleader," Parry said. 

For junior Chelsea Mad
sen, all that Parry has drilled 
into her at practice is go
ing through her head as she 
stands at the block before the 
race. 

"I just think about all the 
stuff Nick has told me," 
Madsen said. "I get nervous 
but usually I get over it, and 
when I hear the whistle, I 
know it's time to go, and I'm 
ready." 

For sophomore Maya 
Skorupski, each race is an in
timidating experience. 

"I get nervous and freak 
myself out while I'm stand
ing there," Skorupski said. 

Senior Tori Riban can hear 
Parry and her team cheering 
her on. 

"They're normally yelling, 
'go Riban!' or 'kick!' or some
thing else that I have to do 
during my race," Riban said. 

, -- ---, ,_. - - - -- ~ 
~ 

Results 
DVCRESULTS 

Fifth place at DVC as a team 

DVCCHAMPS 
100 free style, 52.27 DVC conference meet record 
(senior Kelly Dunn) 
·100 backstroke, 59.97 (sophomore'Maya Skorupski) 

Second place in the 400 freestyle relay (Dunn, 
Skorupski, sophomore Yvette Kruk, senior Tori Riban) 
Third place in the 200 medley relay (Dunn, Skorupski, 
Kruk, freshman Nicole Reitz). 

SECTIONAL RESULTS 

Fourth place in 200 medley relay: 1:49.45 
(Skorupski, Reitz, Kruk, Dunn) 
(Sophomore Theresa Hock, Riban, Kruk, Skorupski) 
Third place in 100 backstroke: 58.58 (Skorupski) 
Fourth place in 'the 400 freestyle relay: 3:35.36 
(Skorupski, Hock, Dunn, Kruk) 

First place and new pool record in 200 freestyle: 
1:54.12 (Dunn) 
Second place in 100 freestyle: 52.39 (Dunn) 
Sixth place in 200 freestyle relay: 1:39.83 

Favre overstays his welcome 116 yards lost, according 
tonfl.com 

We're also seeing Fa
vre's ego kick into over
drive. He's not ready to 
quit and he . is showing 
that. 

By Carly Tubridy 
Sports Editor 

Brett Favre is a legend
ary quarterback. 

Favre has received MVP 
three times, is a Super 
Bowl champ, and has led 
the Vikings and the Pack
ers to eight division cham
pionships and five NFC 
championships. 

He has started in 292 
consecutive games since 
1992 with the Packers. 

However, he has passed 
his prime and it's time for 
him to hang up his jersey. 

As of now, in his 20th 
season, Favre has just nine 
touchdowns compared to his 
13 interceptions, according to 
nll.com. 

In 1996 as a Green Bay 
Packer, Favre also threw 13 
interceptions but that can 
be overlooked due to the 39 
touchdowns he threw, and 
3,899 yards he accumulated. 

His rating has dropped 
drastically from last year's 
107.2 to this year's 72.2. 

Yes, despite the fact that he 
was a Packer,. I can admit he 
was a phenomenal quarter
back. 

Carly Tubridy 
Sports Editor 

However, Favre is 41 years 
old and injuries are starting 
to become a real factor. 

According to sportsillus
trated.com, on Nov; 5, Favre 
experienced three injuries in 
the course of one game: an
kle, chin, and foot. 

A younger quarterback 
probably would not have had 
these issues, or at least not to 
the same degree. 

Plus, as he ages, his quick
ness is slowing so he can't 
handle blitzes as he once 
could. 

He has been sacked 17 
times this ye.ar with a total of 

He's grasping at his last 
bits of fame with commer
cials and his latest scandel 
with,in his personal life. 

Ego plus being a leg
endary quarterback is the 
only thing keeping him on 
the field. 

He won't be benched, 
it just won't happen, but 
it's about time for coaches 
for to recognize he is not 
Jiving up to his name ~y
more. 
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